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Welcome to the maiden issue @@ourses for Horsgshe

official publication of the AustraliaRacecourse Managers
Association.

The Australian Racecourse Managers Association was

formed in 2004 to promote best practice in racecourse
management and encourage the highest standards of
management efficiency and quality. We trust that this
magazine will help achieve this through greater

communication and information sharing.

Courses for Horsds a magazine designed for racecourse
managers and those in the racing industry with particular
interest in racecourse management matters. It is intended
that the publication will assist to provide a greater
understanding in the industry about the business of
racecourse management and the expertise applied towardg
providing safe and consistent tracks.

The magazine will be distributed to all Australian
racecoursesmajor racecourses in New Zealand and Asia,
federal and state racing industry organizations. Content will
include national and overseas track news and
developments, personal and company profiles,
environmental achievements, technology updates and
ARMA reprts.

We trust that you will find the content interesting and
stimulating and look forward to future issues.

Lindsay Murphy
ARMA Chairman

Courses for Horses published by Australian Racecourse
Managers Association Inc. (ARMA) ABN 26 251 204 7(
Regn. No. A 0046406 D

PO Box 661, Greensborough, Vic, 3008, Australia.

W: www.racecoursemanagers.org.au

E: arma@racecoursemanagers.org.au

Editor:
Arthur Stubbs P: 0388223458 F: 039830 1754
M: 0412 765 164 RBkstubbs@optusnet.com.au

Subscriptions $44 inc. GST per year (4 issues) within At

Copyright

ARMA reserves copyright on the entire contents of tt
publication. No portion, in whole or in part, may be used
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made to ensure the information presented is correct but ARN
gives no warranty thereto.
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Canberra Conference

Frosts, sun and rain greeted the 94 delegates to th& 15
Australian Racecourse Managers Conference at the Canberra
wlk OAy3a /fdoQad ¢K2NRdzZZKONBR t
a2dziKSNYy ! dzaarsSa FyR YAgAa
shivering ones from the north that it was good training for an
Australasian conferencescheduled for Christchurch next
August !

e Ny ¢ W, e RN o AT R ek
iwidelegates: Garry Foskett, Barry Childs, Derek &glAlan
Chapman, Graeme Amies@&aig Settle
The delegates (from 48 racecourses, training centres and
industry bodies) and sponsors were welcomed by Peter
Stubbs, Canberra CEO, and James Cataldo, Racecourse
albyl 38N dzyGAf 2dzad LINR2N (2
Career). Getting down to business, the program over two
and a bit days concentrated on the latest developments in
racecourse management and faibds.

Features of the program were: accounts of and lessons from
track reconstructions at Werribee and Gawler; an update on
the types and usage of plastic running rails; comparison of
several different synthetic track structures and performance;
a veteainarians report on the impact of racing and training
surfaces on horses; how to conduct turf trials on your own
racetrack; racecourse management procedures at the Hong
Kong Jockey Club; planning and monitoring environmental
protection; inspection of Thonmyhbred Park tracks and
facilities; demonstrations of turf management equipment
and machinery; and a visit to the Australian Institute of
{ L2 NI Q& NHzao6e

Track Inspectors

Reports of these presentations and discussions will be
included in this and future issues @ourses for Horses
Conference Proceedings now being compiled on disk will
contain full reports of these sessions and will be sent to all
delegates. (Copies cape obtained by other interested
persons for a modest cost by contacting ARMA via email
seebox at lef) X X X X
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The conference was well supported by our host, the
Canberra Racing Club ardorticulture Australia Limited
again gave valuable assistance witinding derived from
the turf research levy. Once more our trade sponsors werg
integral to the success and viability of the conference by,
their presence and displays, their interaction with delegates
and their sponsorship contributions.

They were:Anco Seed & Turf; Barriers InternationalM
Collins & Sons; Contour Consulting Engineers; Dalton
Consulting Engineers; Evergreen Turf; Fornells Australiq;
Global Barrier Systems; Globe Australia; Green Horticulturdl
Group; Nuturf Australia; PGG Wrightson Tefpgrammed

Property Services; Redexim Vertidrain; Rodney Industriep;

Steriline Racing; Strafyr Turf Systems; Sustainable Turf
Renovations & Equipment; Toro Australia & Turfcraft
International

Awards

A highlight of every ARMA conference is the preation of
awards for outstanding achievements andrgcognize and
encouragepromising younger managers and staff.

This year we saw the 2Racecourse Manager of the Year
award, sponsored by Turfcraft International, given to Tim
Bailey, Sandown Racecourse Manag@r the Melbourne
Racing ClubAwards were also made to Bill Shu&kisbane
Racing Club RMand Mark Hart RM at the Murrumbidgee
Turf Clubfor significant contributions at a metropolitan and
provincial racecourse respectively.

¢AY 22AYySR GKS GNX Ol adl ¥F¥
F LILWINBY GAOSaKALI YR 41l &
up to Sandown Bill continueshis father! f | godel&vorkat
Eagle Farm and Mark has been a quiet achiever in Wagga.

These awards are for persons who makesignificant
contribution to racecourse managementact in the best
interests of the racing industry and its stakeholdeasd

develop felbwship among racecourse managers. The

awards were presented by Alastair Dowie, Tl Editor, to
nominees selected bythe National Body of Stewards

Mark Hart, Tim Bailey, Alastair Dowie & Bill Shuck

The Steriline RacingARMA Racecourse Management
Scholarship was the nexgluableaward announced anés
given to aspiring younger managers to broaden their
experience. This awardalued at $10,000 andow in its 3’
year, gives the winner a trip to Hong Kong and now
Singapore to follow procedures athese top Asian
racecourses.  The respective Clubs provide free
accommodation and mentoring.

wa T NEMe gudapes of Mick Goodig whg s @wegth of exgenie
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The winner of the Scholarship for 2010, announced by John
Fargher, MD of Sterline Racing, is Rebecca Dynon, RM at
Tatura & Shepparton Racing Club/2 Ky  &F AR awSa
the scholarship based on her initiative, dedication and

AG0NRY3I LI &aarzy T2 NBediK e fikt OA

woman to gain an ARMA awaeahd has made great strides
already in her short career. She joins Adam Ayre,
MuswellbrookRM, and Sean Bridges, Brisbane Racing Club
laaldod wasz

GKS 6AYYSNB AY Qny

Bec Dynon Adam Ayre & Sean éridges
A new award this year, sponsored by Ar®eed &Turf and
supported by the Victoria Racing Club, is the Anco Racetrack
Event Education Award. It was instituted to give yoand
enthusiasticrace club employeeblands on experience at a
major racing carnival anfdr this Melbourne Cup weels the
perfed fit.
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with big carnivals at Flemgton and earlier at Caulfield.
[AFLY 6Aff &KI R2 ¢dak &nd be ifvohBdy R
in all aspects of dealing with staff, press, trainers, attd of
course track preparation.

aA0l D22RASI [AlIY hQYSSTTS

Sandgropers (from WAJere plentiful at the conference:

Steve Rotledge, rock Neeling, Gordon Menzies, Wade Breen,
Dudley Corbett, Brian Hoddy, Geoff Murphy & Michael Raper
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A history of significant achievements has been written in aj
short space of time by James Cataldo, our host at the recent
/' ydaSNNI wl 0S502dzNBS al yI 3§
milestone in his short careef 12 years is being appointed
wlk 0S502dzNBS  al yIF3ISNI i i KS
Warwick Farm racecourse, just up the road from Canberra
This is testament to the diligence the dynamic but genial
James has displayed right from the start of his involveimen
in the turf industry.

James, now 35, was Melbourne born and educated at
Sunbury Salesian College. An interest in gardens and the
outdoors then led to a TAFE Certificate in Greenkeeping &
Horticulture, completing the first two years at golf courses
north east of Melbourne. Racing was in his blood so his fina]l
two years were spent at Moonee Valley racecourse,
repairing much larger divots on racetracks compared to
fairways! After moving into the racing industry he found

that he thoroughly enjoyed ind was very eager to advance

his career in that industry.

James thanksne of his high school teachers, Alan Oswald,
who introduced him to horticulture and encouraged him in
LJdzNE dzAy3 GKAa a I OF NESN®
made you want to lien to him and offered endless
SyO02dzN} 3SYSyiGé alFAR WHYSao

He obviously impressed as an apprentice at Moonee Valle
and was offered a full time position at the conclusion of his
indenture. James then spent the next 8 years at the Valley
working his way upto Leading Hand under the expert

guidance of lan Trevethan and with people like Warren
Williams and Marty Synan who have each made their own
marks in the racing industry. He was right in the mix when|
the first StrathAyr racetrack was installed at that wee.

2 from R) with Greg Carmody, on Tnani Lindsay

Murphy
¢KS ySEG dzLls | NR & (iibg offeyed - V]

opportunity to become Racecourse Manager at the
/' FYOSNNY wl OAy3a [/ fdzoQa ¢K2
held with distirction over the last 4 years. Asked about
highlights and problems faced along the way, Jameg
considered that overseeing the construction of the new
course proper at Canberra, as well as being a major part i
the success of thoroughbred racing on synthetiarfaces T

6
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were his proudest moments. The ThoroughTrack at
Canberra was just the second of its type laid in Australia and
is used for training and racing.

NE §S fopis Ay Qgeis, § Wpexpeciggepgoblep Jamassfaced

was overcoming all the issues associatathwhe outbreak

10GEEYinR dnflugngayin jushaisigqeand yean ap B dig had to

manage this whilst ‘maintaining a traigjrcomplex andstill

conducting race meetings with horses trained at
Thoroughbred Park.
/I yoSNNI /9hT tSGSN) {(Geémmoasx

contribution James made to the club and wished him well in
his new position athe! W/ ®¢

s e K i
Checking the ThoroughTrack

Regarding the future of the racing industry, James believes
that in years to come water is going to be a major issue, so it
will be interesting to see what will be implemented at
various tracks around the country to try to alleviate this
problem.

WEYSEaQ OFNBSNI FYoAGAZ2Y oI &
YSGNRLREAGIEY NI} OSO02dzNBES | YR
opportunity with the AJC | antooking forward to the

challenges that lie ahead with my new role and the exciting

LNE2SOGa GKIFIG GKS !'w  KIla LXI
{dzLIL2 NI AYy3 WFHYSa |t2y3a GKS
G2YRSNFdd 6AFS¢ED tKSe KI@S§

years and have two beautifuthildren, Samuel (3) and
Isabelle (9 months). Apart from spending time with the
family, James enjoys camping and fishing. He is also keen to
get back into motorbike riding (AJC willing ??).
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Plastic Rails & Why?

Charlie Stebbing, Racing Victoria, and Jason Kerr, Melbourrje
Racing Club, presented a joint aoat of the move to plastic
running rails in Victoria, the reasons why, the research for|
the best option and the current experience.

Charlie recounted some of the serious injuries to jockeys andg
horses during the last decade that really prompted
questioning the safety of aluminium and other types of rails.
In 2006, Racing Victoria and the Victorian JocReys
Association commissioned a repadx review running rail
safety. This included identification of the most common
impact scenarios, materials testingf raill components
including the rail, post and footings.

Key findings of the report werehat railing systems that
stay together during impact (continuous rail designs) are in|
general, much safer than frangible rail systems but that all
post designs stlied were found wanting in terms of

potential for head and neck injury in direct impact scenarios
the favourable approach is to fix the footing and provide
WAAGSQ Ay GKS NIAfAYy3I gAGK| |
consistent force deflectiotharacteristics.

Recommended actions included: provision feédback to
running rail manufacturers to encourage innovation of new
or existing products; establish a crash testing facility;
explore, develop and test alternatives to traditional rail
designs eg, track guides used in harness racing.

In 2007 anew running rail design was identified featuring a
unique footing, also the use of plastic rails was approved fof
the Geelong ThoroughTracknd Fornells was selected to
provide the rail for Geelong. mnny >~ 51y al gp
for a moveable ground anchor outperformed other designs.
In  demonstrations to Melbourne metropolitan track
managers this was the preferred method for anchoring the
running rail in that it operated within a 300mm profile and
couldbe installed and removed without damaging the track.
This type of plastic rail, dubbed the Mawsafe, was installed
at Cranbourne Training Complex and Sandown Racecourg
as these two venues have the highest incidence of rai
moves in the state. Plastic Rail was installed as the insid
rail at Caulfield and &mington for the duration of the 2008
Spring Carnival. The rail has a minimum height of 1.2 metrep

¢

4%
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Mawsafe plastic running rail at Caulfield

In 2009, the Running Rail Upgrade and Rolf Plan was
developed to deliver an appropriately suitable rajisem

September 2010

for racecourses in VictoriaThe MawSafe Rail system was
selected and Global Barrier Systems awarded the contract to
supply the MawSafe Rail to Racing Victoria & Metropolitan
Clubs. Racecourses upgraded to date incluBatlarat
Bendigq Caulfietl, Cranbourne Flemington Geelong Moe,
Mornington, Sandown Swan Hilland Warrnambool. Other
solutions will include road markers for minor meetings and
portable plastic rails if feasible.

Jason said the justification for plastic included stability,
visual impact and ergonomic benefit as well as horse and
jockey safety. After 2 years there have been very few
incidents with the rails. Latest improvements have been a
shorter anchor and true position sleeves. He reported that
financial benefits dued time savings for the Melbourne
Racing Club had been quite significant with costs per rail
move at Caulfield and Sandown being $1240 for the
Mawsafe rail as against $2950 for aluminium. This amounts
to annual savings of $37.6K at Caulfield and $70K at
Sandown.

@ &ddiRon, aJasdnycited staff wellbeing benefits such as a
53% reduction in soft tissue injuries, 34% reduction in
injury leave and that sledge hammers have become
obsolete. Moveable, towable Chute rails will also yield time
and labor savingon race days.

He concluded that, despite some issues with UV exposure,
wind and marking of track from anchors,
ary SOSNE 4l e akl LIS
product than its aluminium counterpart, both in the safety
aspects for jockeys ankorses and portability and ease of
dzaS TFT2NJ NI 0S02dzNES YI yI ISNA
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RacingACT Way

History

1dza NI E Al Qa yFGA2YLEFE OF LIA G
has been blessed with two magnificent racetrack®oth
completely different, but both outstanding in their own way
and in their own time.

The original Acton racecourse, now completely immersed in
a splendid, masmmade aquatic tomb, Lake Burley Giriffin,

YIEYSR | FGSNI /|y esfNadldeRignerpedh f|
OSNIIFAytfte 2yS 2F GKS RAAGNR

Visually stunning, Acton racecourse, on a large scalg
resembled an almost perfect ampitheatoempletely flat
land stretching unspoiled into the distance, yet bounded by
a gorgeous hill, providg uninterrupted viewig of the
entire racing circuit.No need for binoculars here.

Patrons of the 1930s, 40s and 50s arrived mostly by bug
exiting up high at Liversidge Street, then almost rolling down|
the at times steepish slope, stopping when confiechtby
GKS 0221YF1{SNEQ NRy3a 2F ai
middle of that pretty hill, awaiting commencement of the
eternal battle between bookmakers and punters.

No covered betting ringNone but the barest of amenities.
¢ KSasS LIS2 LI SQand ReSilieal¥ad yHedh A
F2NHSR Ay 1 dzaGNFfAF Q& (2daAK

How bizarre! People unaccustomed and financially unable
to buy the beautiful things of life, surrounded by beauty in
its most natural form.

One newspaper correspondengave Acton high praise,
O2YYSyilAy3a WLG A& R2dz {7 d
21 fSa Y2NB FGdNY OGA@S & dzN)
Perhaps the circuit was a trifle small, 6 furlongs 66 feet in
circumference, but for onlookers without binocularswigs

the perfect size.

Then, with Acton in its watery grave, the Canberra racing|
scene moved in the early 1960s to the New World of far
greater activity at Lyneham, with adjoining Northbourne
Avenue providing shorter travelling times for horses
competing br big prizemoney in Sydney.

No covered betting ring yet, but bold and financially
courageous moves were afoot to transform this perfectly
f20FGSR LIASOS 2F LINAYS NBYJ
GNIAYSNEQ LI N}RA&SO

And so it happened, slowly at first buats year 2000 passed,

the pace of progress quickened astonishingly. Along came

long-sought and highly desirable Principal Club status,
enabling Canberra at long last to make its own racing
decisions.

Now named Thoroughbred Park/ I y 6 SNNI Qa
boasts a large, roomy track with long straights to give every
horse its chance, masses of -oourse training stables, a
heated horse swimming pool, with a paid attendant to
supervise activities, automated horsealking machines and
huge roundyards for lungegn and breakingn assistance.

September 2010

As for the stands, amenities are lavish, with betting facilities,
both tote and bookmakers, readily available. Winning

s ConneetipRs ONPYPY sace e (Bedi by FP? Sppmiteqwhile g 5
Iosmg @nections can qwckly recover from momentary
RSLINSaaAzy LISNJ YSRAdzyY 2F | &
beaten brigade confer with their trainers, at the same time
partaking of snacks and drinks at the club expense.

What a contrast the scenic delights of\cton, albeit a bit
)\[;? rehgum qr- 3V|th ultra-efficient, punterfriendly
o i BErougRE; Srkw GdzNI £ 081 dzii A S& @
Yet both contributed immensely to the rich history of horse
racing in this district.

Acton Track
James Cataldo gave delegates an insight into the choice and
performance of the Acton ThouroughTrack. He said that t
Club did extensive research over time into what surface they
would useandtested many tracks around Austratiat liked
the ThoroughTrack surface the most
FyRay LRaridrz2ySR Iyél-ijté, ;\g
The AQub spent $2.4 million installgy the track in 2004
includngthe installation of lights for trainingThe track was
built with concrete mowing strips to hold material in a base
of crushed rock and aggie pipes, spaced at 2 and 8 metre
2  Positions. Additional drains have since been addethe 3
S a ¥ & Meys ReSHiRp It hpg veell R uly paid=ol a9 5
track has been used for training for the past 6 years and
racing for the past 4 years

i

Yearly costare wages for maintenance 1 staff member
per day (23 hours)and unning of machiery to maintain it
Every 23 years wax is addedto the track at a cost of

A PPP@IMBIel $64,080 T datg {hese hgsybeeg @Oé‘ee‘i' ® 4z
2 AP BPARE sygthetig malgrial. ~ N3 9§52 d2NB S 0 0

Dailymaintenanceincludes emoval of horse manuteolling
the track and pgadng witches hats Once a fortnight the
track requires a full renovation This involves using the
power harrows, the power rake and then the broom under
the rail. Every other fortnight requires a minor renovation
usingonly the Harley power rake

Regardng performance James said thaapproximately 140
horses train on th surface every day, 6 days a wedRace
meetings are run on the ThoroughTrack during the winter
months and, although fields are limited to 12 horses per
rage g dalg Behqugneuer had to gapoe meefig dhe | v &
cooler the weather, the better the performance of the track
(best race meetings generally have a frost that morning)

Trainers enjoy the surfacand know that they are going to
have a good surface to run on during the winter months
whichis rot as taxing on horses as grass surfagemp outs
are heldevery Wednesday, 6 horses per heat, up to four
heats per week Knowing that you have a consistent and
NI Esliabie syfpgegeven after a night of steady rawithout
the need to move rad, water or fertilize are added
bonuseX X X X X X ® ®

Everything a trainer could wish for.
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Racing ACT Way Thoroughbred Park
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