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As the countdown continues towards our first overseas
conference in August, we are very pleased to note fron]
registrations coming in thick and fast that it will be a truly
international  forum. Delegates from the two
hemispheres, from a range of climatesill discuss basic
racecoursemanagement strategies, the fundamentals of
which are the same for us all.

This conference is a natural progression from our links
forged over the years with our counterparts in other
countries. These range from Europe toAJ®3sia, South

Africa and New Zealand. Strong personal links have been

made with Racecourse Managers of world famous tracks
in these racing strongholds.

Closer to home, we continue to publicise the people whg
give the racing industry the stage on whichperform. In
this issue we profile two Racecourse Managers who, in
different eras and places, have given their very best tg
track management.These articles are popular segments
of the magazine, as they should be because they give th
personal, humangaring side to some of our peers. Just
some examples of the calibre of people who, behind the
scenes, ensure that the performance on race day goe
without a hitch.

]
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We also welcome to these pages a technical article b
John Neylan, esteemed turf scientistho has had long
experience with race and training track construction,
development and maintenance methods over many years
John has many appreciative beneficiaries of his wis¢
counsel around the tracks and we look forward to his
further inputs.

And, fom overseas, we are pleased to hear from Mike
Maher of Turfrax who has offered to provide updates on
tracks and racing in the UK. This is particularly topical g
this time of the year as horses from downunder mount
their annualassault on the Englisgpring carnival.

—

Lindsay Murphy,
ARMA Chairman
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Your Committee

Whilst ARMA Committee members are generally wel
known in their representative States they will be less
familiar to many readers. We decided to correct this by
NHzy yAy3d WayllLlaKzdaQ 2F St

names and to outline theirindustry careers and
achievements.
Lindsay Murphy.

It is fitting to start with our Chairman,

Lindsay has been on the
ARMA Committee since
incorporation in 2004,

representing NSW. He has
been Treasurer since then
and was elected Chairman
in  2009. He was
recognised as ARMA
Racecourse Manager of
the Year in 2005 and again
in 2012.

1977 was the year that
Lindsay first became
involved with racing as

Junior Clerk with the Sydney Turf Club. 12 months later

he moved to work on the Rosehill and Canterbury
racecourses in that side of the business. In doing this he¢

still maintained race day roles and has been Clerk of

Scales, Judge and Assistant Starter.

Lindsayhas only worked under two Racecourse Managers

in all that time, John Jeffs and Lindsay Davies, anfd

acknowledges their huge influence on his caree©n
[ AYRaLl & 5 @A S&aQ
Racecourse Manager at the STC in 2003.

NB G ANBYSyli

Since the merger of STC and AJC in 2011 his role changed

to being responsible for the 4 Sydney racetracks aays s
GoAlGK SEOSttSyid YIylFIasSNE
Lindsay was responsible for the introduction of the
numerical track rating system and he has also beer)
involved in the rebuilding of Rosehill Gardens and
Canterbury Park tracks as well as thenstouction of
various training tracks.

He is married to Bernadette and they have 4 adult

children and 1 grandson. All of the children have been, of

still are, involved in the racing business in different fieldg
(a dynastyperhaps ?)® LGQa ynhaweverlak f
Lindsay is a keen Rugby League follower andloifg
supporter of the Canterbury Bulldogs.

Coverc Main Picture
Greeting the Judge at the Healesville Picnic Races (p :

Lower Picture
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Trevethan & James Cataldo at Moonee Valley (page ¢
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Singapore Conference

Pt RSGFAf A | NB y28 Austmlian f
Racecourse Managers Conference to be held from August
11"¢14" 1 & GKS { Ay 3l LI2 NRBcecouwlzblIF
This first overseas based conference for ARMA will be
truly international event, thanks to the positive and pro

active encouragement and support from the Singapore
Turf Club, led by our host, Raja Jayaraju, Senior Tracks
Manager.

a

This supprt is complemented by significant participation
from senior staff of the Hong Kong Jockey Club in the
program. In addition, we have already received delegate
registrations and sponsor agreements from countries in
both hemispheres.

Singapore Turf Club&sy S 2F | aAl Q& f S|
GKS {Ay3aFILRNBE wSLldzmtAO Al
{6AGT SNI YR 27 ! #kahked fihayidl A

centre and & busiest port.

Like Singapore, as conference delegates have heard |n
past years fron Steriline Scholar reports, the Singapore
¢CdzNF /fdzo Aa | 62NIR €SI H
regard to racing operations and track management.

The highlight event at Singapore in May

The Club holds 90 meetings each year, 60 on their
StrathAyr tuf track and 30 on the all weather Polytrack
RSALIAGS I NIXAYyTFILEf 2F onnn
Centre, catering for 1000 horses, has 7 tracks including |a
Polytrack, sand track, Fibre Sand, uphill Tapeta, Fibre Sapd
and Poly tracks and a jog track.hese are just some of
the features of this magnificent racing complex, a superh
venue for the conference

A focus of the conference will be close examination of thg
¢CdzNF / fdzoQad 2LISNI GAy3a YSiK
and maintenance, training angcing control procedures,

and racing administration. This will be complemented by
reports on how the Hong Kong Jockey Club manages ifs
similar busy schedule and plans to handle environmenta
issues.

The conference will start with an afternoon race rtiag
at Kranji on Sunday, August 11 followed by key sessiors
which include:

4

A &S RvianagindylFuturey BniirGrimentalylssues

I qf drddbghbfddIrriirendy in Singapore

2 Redcksmndl REndrRidsy 3
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1 Thoroughbred Racing in Singapore
1 Importance of Irrigation Design

1 Training Session at Kranji

rate for delegates ofA$1350 This includes 4 nights
accommodation, transfers between hotel and racecourse

all conference sessions, all meals, opening race meeting

attendance, sponsor trade show, morning training sessior
and the conference dinner.

that the 2013 conference in Singapore will again attract 3
large audience of those dedicated people involved in
racecourse management. We know our conferences
attract key decision makers in the racing industry and are
forums that provide a unigue networking emenment.

This conference is an opportunity you cannot afford to

miss if you want to keep abreast of the latest and best in
UNJ O1 LINBLI NI

A Delegate Acceptance, Accommodation angti@ns
form is enclosed with this issue for your urgent attention.
This can be returned by mail or scanned and emailed t(
arma@racecoursemanagers.org.ahould you have any
queries please contact WameWilliams, ARMA Secretary,
on 0410 779 625 to discuss any further matters and
obtain more details about the conference program.

1 Stewards Role é@ingapore Turf Club
1 Track Management in Hong Kong
1 Managing Turf & All Weather Track Racing
f Equinelssuest *SOSNRAYINAIFYQa HAS
1 Turf Management Basics
91 Steriline Scholar & Anco Award Reports
1 Product & Service Supplier Trade Show
A
St R Wi K¢
§NJ N1 Q | 6A
MegAyr turf repdicemet rolls at Kranji
Another highlight, at the conclusion of the conference
sessions, will be a tour and inspection of the Selangor Tulff
Club in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. This Club and the
Singapore Turf Club are members of the Malayan Racing
Associatn.
With the support of the Singapore Turf Club providing the
venue, ARMA has achieved a very reasonable conferenge

Y YrhelARMA €opierbie Ordafising Eomare ds criddih A Y
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Soil Management and Compaction Control on
Racetracks
by John Neylan, Turfgrass Agronomist

SoilCompaction
Compaction is an issue that all racetrack managers nee
to deal with on a regular basis. Compaction can have
extremely undesirable effects on the performance of a
racing surface due to the reduction in drainage and air
filled porosity, the regiction of root extension and an
increase in the hardness of the racing surface. Thi
increase in surface hardness can lead to an increase
impact injuries to horses.

o
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] Compacted soil

The key factors that influence compaction include; soil
texture, soil moisture content, severity of the compactive
forces, frequency at which compaction is applied and theg
amount of cushioning vegetation present. Soils that are
excessively fine (i.e. higim silt and clay) or uniform in
particle size are more prone to compaction than coarsel
soils. Clay soils are more susceptible to compaction tha
are soils containing large percentages of sand, but eve
fine sands can compact to the extent that grassvgtois
inhibited.

=

The potential for a soil to compact varies with the soil
moisture content. The presence of a film of water around
soil particles acts as a lubricant to allow particles to slide
against each other and for the finer particles to setti®i
the larger pore spaces and create a more compacted
state.

The greatest potential to compact soils exists in a mois
condition approaching field capacity. As the soil moves$
towards saturation the structure can be completely
destroyed by traffic, pasbly necessitating reconstruction
of an area or extensive cultivation, before good growing
conditions are restored. For this reason horse racing and
vehicle traffic on racetracks when the soils are saturated
is to be avoided.

June 2013

Compaction is the scourge afrf racing surfaces with the
obvious influence it has on the welfare of horses that are
exposed to hard surfaces. In addition compaction is on¢
of the key causes of poor turf surfaces due to reduced
root length and mass because the aeration porosityhef

soil decreases. This then leads to a number of problem
including increased turf damage from racing, increasec
drought stress, reduced drainage capacity and
susceptibility to disease and insect pests.

Assessment of Compaction
There are several inditors of compaction that can be
easily carried out on racetracks. One indicator of soi

compaction is the measurement of soil surface hardness|

As an indicatarit changes with soil moisture status and a
cushion of grass on the surface can profoundlyngieathe
surface hardness reading. The most common method g
assessing surface hardness is by the use of the Cle
Impact Tester using a drop hammer of 2.25 kg.

Another measure of compaction or hardness that goes
beyond the surface is taken by using a egometer.
There are several types of penetrometer that can be use(
with the more sophisticated devices being able to
measure compaction at 2.5cm increments. This provide
a means of identifying the depth where the most
compacted layers occur. The treggpenetrometer is

used on Australian racetracks to assess the status of th
NI OSGNI Ol Ay GSN¥ya 2F aidK
can be a useful indicator of when the track is becoming
hard and compacted.

Compaction Relief

Compaction control is an egoing management activity
on all racetracks, particularly where there are fine
textured soils and or heavy racing programs.
thoroughbred horse induces a very high compactive force
as it strikes the ground and even on relatively sandy soil
the sdl particles are compressed together with an
increase in bulk density and a loss of aeration porosity
and water infiltration. A definition of compaction relief is;
in order to reduce soil compaction it is necessary to
increase soil volume which results am increase in the
large pore spaces which are critical for aeration and
drainage.

Mechanical compaction relief is the most common
method utilized on racetracks but it is often of little value.
Compaction relief is about increasing soil porosity and
with an existing surface in place the only way that
porosity can be increased is to increase the soil volume b
heaving. This is best achieved when the soil is relative
dry whereby a greater degree of shattering is possible.

There are numerous implements used in compaction
relief incorporating both hollow and solid tynes of varying
lengths and diameter. Some implements also incorporate
varying degrees of penetfaA 2y | Y Rk 2 NJ

provides a heaving effect on the soil. As with any

A racing
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operation on the racetrack it is important to correctly
identify what the problem is and then develop a strategy
to correct it. With soil compaction it is essential that the
depth of the compacted layer is identified and then the
most appropriate machine wused to elieve the
compaction. Following the treatmenit is important to
investigate the success of the treatment.

The majority of machines used for the purposes off
GO2YLI OGA2y NBtASTFE KI @S
nothing that exceeds the resultschieved by the Verti
5N Ayun ¢KSyYy Ad Aa asSid dzl
penetration and heave and depth of penetration. Other
machines may be able to punch holes or create slits of
grooves in the soil and this may be appropriate for the
relief of surfice layers but very few are able to increase
soil volume.

Soil Decompaction Program

The effective duration of a properly conducted
compaction relief program is relatively short due to the
forces of galloping horses and therefore the pees
needs to take place regularly. The decompaction program
depends on the number of race meetings, whether the
soils are wet during racingand the soil type. Saoll
compaction relief would ideally take place after every
race meeting.

Due to the limitedresources often available to racing
clubs soil compaction relief is often limited to once a year
or when the conditions of the racing surface are
compromised by soil compaction.

However, the absolute minimum program of soil
compaction relief is to aeta the track in the spring to
relieve the compaction that occurs through the winter
months (due to wet soils) and then in the late
summer/early autumn to maximise the soil infiltration
rate prior to the winter rains.

XXXXXXXXXXPD
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A Chat with lan Trevetan (Part 1)

lan, you have had a long and distinguished career as ja
Racecourse Manager and now Racecourse Consultar
This included representing Victoria on the ARMA
Committee in the early 2000s and being recognised aj
Racecourse Manager of the Year 002. No doubt you
have some interesting observations from your many and
varied experiences in the racing game.
ftAOO0fS STFFTSOUP
How did you get involved in racecourse management ?

—

He was employed at the Willisstown Racecourse, based
at the old rifle range, which, after closure, shifted to
Sandown Park as the Melbourne Racing Club. As
foreman, he and a small team developed the Sandown
Park racecourse. The Club amalgamated with the Victori
Amateur Turf Clubim nnn  dzy RSNJ G KS vy
wlk OAy 3 [ dzoé ®

[

What were the early days like and your bosses/mentors ir
those times ?
My early days of racecourse employment commenced ir
Mmpcc +d {FyR2gy tI N] @ L
was encouraged to follow himto the racing industry.
Previously, my elder brother Alan tried but ended up
being chased off the course by my father with a shovel fo
arguing! (L ljdzA 01t & y20§SR 2dzali
My duties mainly consisted of both race track and garder
preparation and restoration work.

The Manager at the time was John Ritchie who had both
the Caulfield and Sandown race courses to manags.
During 1970, after completing both Turf Management and
Gadening Certificates, | was promoted to Head Gardener,
a position | held until 1974.

And your career path leading up to your appointment as
RM at Moonee Valley ?

Seeking further experiencd left Sandown to join the

2 NNYFYo22f w I ®acycaurseRdngied P |I
Warrnambool Racing Club has always been a very populir
venue for the 3 day, autumn jumping carnival and my
time there, from 1974 to 1977, assisted my development
by preparing and restoring both jumps and flat racing
surfaces for the 3 day eventlt was also an introduction
to managing a provincial training centre.

The secretary during my period of employment was lar
Middleton who | always believed could have made a very
good metropolitan Chief Executive. He stated to me upor
02 YY Sy O after this side of the fence and you
are responsible for out thegedHe always kept to his
word!

My time at the Warrnambool Racecourse gave me the
experience of managing with limited resources and ¢
limited budget, also the greater desire to further my
career in racing.

¢ KSNB |[A
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You were at Moonee Valley for 22 years. What werg
some highlights and lowlights ?
In 1977 | was successful in being employed by thg
Moonee Valley Racing Club as Assistant Racecour
Manager under Keith Upton who was not only a boss bu
a very good friend. During 1988, when Keith wag
LINEY2GSR G2 LIy a09¢SyQa |
Racecourse Manager.

| was fortunate to work under and with many talented
people at Moonee Valley, such as lan McEwen, Keit
Upton and Bernie Saundrgll of whom made or is making

a significant mark in the racing industry. Moonee Valley
was the place that | remained the longest as it had a ver
good family atmosphere where a team effort was
essential.

&“’
lan & his wife Judithre successful owners drbreeders of
racehorses

| remember, after an early visit to a racing seminar in New
Zealand, coming back with a great desire to have a hors
weighing scale installed in the stall areehad noted the
keen interest and advantages in monitoring horse
weights.  After much debate during our weekly
management meetings the scale was approved but | ha
to forfeit a mower from the annual budget to get it. The
FANBRG K2NBRS G2 dzas GKS
K2NBSa o0& GCaHirSOpghiny® 2 F «a

Moonee Valley was known for always being the first to
introduce something and conducting track
reconstructions at least every ten years, with minor touch
ups to the drainage and surface cross fall in betweén.
major highlight was of course the successful itiaten of
the StrathAyr track.

| recall experiencing problems with areas that had 4
blanket of socalled WRN} Ayl 3SQ YI G4SN
Firma) laid across the entire track surface below a shalloy
soil and sand profile and over a compacted red scori
drainage layer. Prior to one race day, before the
introduction of super soppers, | had to purchase singlg
poly foam mattresses to soak up the surface wat@he

aqgl
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saturated mattresses off the track!With poor drainage
the turf surface also attracted a large % of Poa annua.

Y

5e  Moonee Valley at that time conducted thoroughbred and
harness racing which | believe never worked satisfactorily
as there was always one party unhappy about what
& &Hodldi Haye (b&ercarried ug 11 remembérkdSringNan €
extremely hot week leading up to a weekend
thoroughbred meeting, whilst trying to irrigate parts of
the rear turf track, a sprinkler malfunctioned, coming on
along the main straight whilst a harness meeting was ir
progress causing greambarrassment to all

h

You are noted for being keen on measurements ang
records. How and why did this come about ?
I have always been keen on recording details of worl
completed and results of each task. This allows you t¢
look back overi AYS 2y @2dzNJ G NI Of
believe that every racecourse manager needs to know
how their turf track or artificial surface functions in a
particular climate, particularly how well it drains
(infiltration).

The trials and eventual installation dhe StrathAyr
Netlon/sand mesh surface created a greater interest for
me in track monitoringallowing for the introduction of

many technical instruments. We constantly recorded

such items as: rainfall, temperature, wind, evaporation,
irrigation quantity and quality, profile moisture, track

ratings, soil and leaf nutrient analysis, thatch levels, roof
growth, turf growth and density, and divot damage. Thig
data was supplemented by track reports and regular
observations of turf health, weed and pest ineitte. As
GKS aleAF3IezalsdIEy@d YSI &dz
ite ®

MCONEE VALLEY RACING CLUD
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Some oL I yh&idulous records

! I\floonq? aﬁll?yfagd@tra@%y@qgj{&gether. What led to

v such a novel track construction ?

| My involvement with StrathAyicommenced when the
late lan McEwen met with Bill Casimaty to introduce
instant turf using rolls of turf. Previously we replaced
worn turf with turf sods, approximately 30cm square,

only problem was that we could not lift the heavy, water

9

using a pedestrian sod cutter, cutting and lifting turf from

Qa
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the end of chutes or from under the running rail.
StrathAyr turf was laid along the 1000m chute at one time
and raced over just six weeks later. | remember closing
my eyes prior to the first race only to find that all horses
had proceeded along the track with nogimems.

Further down the track we commenced trialling areas off
Netlon sand mesh to alleviate the wet track problems.
These trials, covering a 200m section around the turn out
of the rear steeple track, compared other types of turf
profiles with the Netlm sand mesh, including at the time

the best conventional turf surface from the Sandown Park
racecourse. We all learnt a lot during this time and alsd
videoed, recorded and photographed many successful
outcomes and failures.

¢ KS Ay Of dza A 2 y sdl $enserS gontributed ¥ A
great deal of valuable information relating to profile

moisture, nutrient and soil temperature variations.

Having duplicated trial plots installed around a straight
and curved section of a racing surface proved to be ver
valuable. Although there was a panel of people involved
Ay GKS [/ tdzoQa GNF¥ O]l LINeeSs
sand mesh system was Norman Carlyon, Moonee Vallgy
Chairman at the time.

5FGF O2ftftSOGSR idKS
StrathAyr tra&k would be interesting to compare with the
present surface years down the track! | always believed
that if profile trial plots remained long after tracks have
been reconstructed, the original trial sections would be a
huge benefit in highlighting any feseeable concerns.

My trip to the USA in 1991 with Bill Casimaty and Romf
King to inspect a recently installed Netlon track at Santa
Anita proved to expand my interest in the use of weather
radars, surface hardness, moisture, temperature and
infiltration gauges to assist in preparing racing surfaces|
Upon my return | contacted the Melbourne Weather
Bureau to enquire about Moonee Valley having a rada
system installed. After some time and a $4000 contrac
we had another valuable piece of equipment to use.

{SOSNIXt 2F 2dzNJ OdzZNNBy i &as
guidance at the Valley. How did you encourage thei
development ?

Track and ground staff employed during my period af]
Moonee Valley were all dedicated to achieve the right
end result for each race eeting with a greater effort
when the WS Cox Plate arrived. My idea was to employ
people who had or were prepared to improve their
knowledge in the turf or garden trade.

Today, | am very pleased to follow the success of peopl
like Warren Williams, Jame&Sataldo and Martin Synan,
who, mainly due to theirown determinationand hard
work have furthered their careers in the Racing Industry.
have always believed in a methodExplain, Demonstrate
and Imitate when trying to teach or train a person to

D
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y B&efmaintaining their tracks or discussing daily problem;

O (i rEporii Kilnitteil A e§.3 Bgitsi ofteén dzhdtaldedigBsNGf 2
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compkte a particular task. However, in the early days
look back and think that I could halistenedmore than |
spoke!

Your experience at the Valley then led to your role with
Racing Victoria ?

After 22 years of preparing trackat the Valleyl was
successful in being employed in 1999 by Racing Victoria iy
the Racecourses Planning and Development Unit unde
Ross Farrar. | believe that this allowed me to contribute
by passing on my earlier knowledge and experience t(
many dedicated provincial track managewho in some
way carried out their daily duties in isolated areas.
Victoria alone had 56 racecourses.

Just calling and showing an interest in the way they hac

was helpful in a way. | also pak up a few handy

maintenance methods. Due to limited funds and the
small amount of staffmany Clubs struggled to complete
major necessary track improvements. My follow up
reports on some courses were based on a previous trac

compaction poor drainage limited turf cover and poor
irrigation with signs of high salinity problems

to conduct five seminars. These seminars wer¢
conducted in fiveareas across Victoria and allowed track
managers experiencing the same climatic conditions ta
meet and exchange information on maintenance
methods.

My belief has always been that a Metropolitan
Racecourse Manager is better prepared if they have the
provincial track experience behind them to enable them
to achieve results with limited staff finance and
equipment Results are easier to achieve if mgrig of no
concern

After travelling many kms during the 3 years with Racing
Victoria, and at times feeling like | had several times
WL 3aSR YeasSt T [ Ifdécided toandwesS
WaidzZRASRQ dzy RSNJ &1

[Next issue wénear aboutlanQ Singapore experiencese
general observations on tracks and managenient

ARMA Membership

The Australian Racecourse Managers Associa
welcomes new members.

Annual membership subscription is a modest $110 i
GST and entitles substantial discounts for ARI
conferences, nteractive use of the ARMA website
enrolment in the Epar Racing environmental progre
plus eligibility for ARMA awards.

Club and individual memberships are availab
Application forms for new membership or membersh
renewal are also available fromeélARMA website

= =
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Overseas NewsW¢ KS @GASg FTNRY 2V
by Mike Maher, TurfTrax Managing Director with notes
from Hollie Watts, Racing Services Executive.

Greetings to you all from the UK where we have had a
very busy spring here is just a little of what has been
KFELIISY Ay AX

Cheltenham Festival, the pinnacle of the National Hunf
Season, commenced with a rare occurrence in March,
winter returned with an unwelcome ferocity this year and
produced some very severe frosts. Thisuleed in
Director of Racing, Simon Claisse, and a mammoth team
of helpers deploying 65 acres of black frost covers acrogs
the whole of the Old Course, which is used for the first
two days of the meeting, the New Course, which comes
into play for the conelding two days, and vulnerable
areas of the crossountry track.

With ground surface temperatures dropping to as low ag
YAYydza cdye/ GKNRdAzZAK2dzi K9
frost covers were not removed until as late as was
logistically possible oa race day, and in addition why the
CrossCountry Chase was rearranged from Tuesday to S
t I GNRA O Q& ¢ KdzZNBARI &3 4 KSNB
NSl OKSR yopge/ ®
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Frost covers deployed at Cheltenham for the Festival

After Cheltenham the Jump Racing Community eagerl
awaits Aintree, home of the Grand Nationdlowever, a
radical change for the 2013 renewal saw the timber
frame, used since 1829, replaced by a softer, more
forgiving material known as "plastic birch", rfeafety
#e8®ris The hdivdeicesSnterd 8till ab\eredibr@imank &
of fourteen inches o$pruce.

Other safety measures that were introduced this year

inqlued 19&INIY af dhrISraing Side foryfqurrfenees, dne
of which was Becher's Brook. XXXXXXX
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The start was reposdned 90 feet away from the
grandstands to create a calmer and more controlled
environment for both horse and rider. Furthermore, the
position of the starter's rostrum was moved and more
visible start tape used, which reduced the potential for
horses to gt on top of the starting tape prematurely.

Additionally, the watering system was upgraded. As @
result the 2013 Grand National passed without any
injuries to horses or jockeys, with only two falls.
Astonishingly, all forty runners also cleared thetfssven
fences for the first time in National history.

This yearthe official going description on the National
Course was Good to Soft (Good in places) with a TurfTrax
Goindlick Reading of 6.0.

A

TurfTraxl £ &2 I+ dzy OKSR {G(KS Wi 4
Channel 4Racing meaning that viewers could track their
K2NESQ&a LINPINBaa GKNRdAzAK?2
whilst watching the TV pictures. With 40 horses in the
race this proved a huge success with 150,000/moads

in just over 24 hours.
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John Smith's Grand National

MY
RUNNERS

ALL

TRACKING RUNNERS

Across The Bay

L s g

18 to jump

Across The Bay
Backstage

Wl 2NARS ¢NJF O] SND ! LI
As the curtain closes on the National Hunt Season anothg
opens on the Flat Season. We witnessed an impressiy
performance from the Godolphin owned favourite Dawn
Approach to win the 2,000 Guineas Hewmarket, the

first Classic of the Season.
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The ground was described as Good to Firm at Newmarke
with a TurfTrax GoingStick reading of 9.0 (Stand Side: 9.
Centre: 9.0, Far Side: 9.0) on Saturday.
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The racing season has also begun at Goodwood in Ma
and this proved a welcome opportunity for the new
Racing Services Executive at TurfTrax, Hollie Watts,
walk the track and receive some GoingStick training fron
Mike.
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Seamus Bucklgpn right)eagerly anticipates his GoingStick
reading at the May festival meeting at Goodwood after Mike
and Hollie have walked the course.
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As | finish writing this article 1 am about to go and walk
Epsom where we are building up to the Investec Derby
Festival on 31st May and'Dune, and we enthiestically
await the reappearance of Dawn Approach.

The Derby meeting is followed very closely by Royal Asc(t
AY YAR WdzyS:I 6KAOK |a LQY
the highlights of the global racing calendar. We are al
disappointed that Black ®@&r will not be here again to
dazzle us as she did in 2012, but wish her and all he
connections the very best in retirement and for a
successful breeding career.
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But at least you can look forward to a report about the
Australian sprinters being beatehis year at Ascot in the

next issue and | hope to see many of you again i
Singapore in August!

ARMA Committee

NSW¢ Lindsay Murphy (Chairman & Treasurer)
0417 744 252murphy@australianturfclub.com.au
VICc¢ Martin Synan (Deputy Chairman)

0407 819 02martin.synan@mvrc.net.au

QLDg Warren Williams (Secretary)

0410 779 62&rma@racecoursemanagers.org.au
SAc¢ John Tonani

0413 448 50Ttonani@sajc.com.au

TASc Sam Webster

0429 023 588s.webster@tasracing.com.au

WA ¢ Geoff Murphy

0419 769 462murphy@perthracing.org.au
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Courses for Horses
Kim- Jack of All Trades

At Bunbury, in the south west of Western Australia, we
catch up with Kim Wallace, one of our many provincia
racecoursemanagers whose job description can fairly be
AaFAR G2 oS welrO1 2F Ittt &
staff of metropolitan Clubs, people like Kim need to be
LINEFAOASY O Ay |
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Take barrier trials, starting races, fixing irrigation lines
shooting foxes and coping with the local vandals for

starters !

Nevertheless, Kim and his peers get the job done with &

minimum of fuss. Theirs is the satisfaction of segatg
the end of each race meeting, as each year goes by,
general contentment by owners, trainers, jockeys,

executives and the racing public with the local Race Club.

The scene at Bunbury, the major provincial city in WA, i
one typical of a country racdub, a small team achieving

a lot. As Kim says, referring to Paul Rossiter, CEO, Brg
Russell, Marketing Manageand colleagzS &8>2 dan O

do it on your own. You need support from everyone at the

club, from the CEO, staff and the Commiételéim dso
acknowledgd Guy Vinsen (Assistant Track & Grounds
al yI 3SND YR Syiz2zy hQs5S8§
Grounds) for their hard work.

The path into racecourse managemeimt WA was a
roundabout one for Kim. Born in Hobart, Tasmania, ir
1956, he moved to WA whdme was 15 as punior recruit

in the Royal Australian Navy. Later in lddriend,Shane
Ross, who worked on the barriers for the Wixf Aub in

Perth, convincechim to come and workvith himand as a
ground attendant at the club.This developed inta fulk

time job asTrack and Groundéttendant. He moved to
Bunbury 9 years agdirstly as a casuathen became the
Racecourse Managebaut 6 years ago.

Kim gives great credit to several people who helped hini
forge his career in the racing industrg¢ K S W3 dzNX|
Murphy (Perth Racing) has been a big help and showe
me right (and also wrongs) along the way! The late Briar
Hoddy was a great friend and was always there when
needed information, assistance, or in general someone t
talk to. BothBob Marshall and Todd Plane taught me
how to handle horses and work behind the bargersie
also sayZ | a fortunate to have great relationships with
other racecourse managers and stay in constan
communication with Pinjarra, Albany, Perth Racing, Lar
Hill, etc, to discuss different methods and techniques t(
stay up to date.

When your Editor visited Bunbufigacecourse in April to
YSSG YAYI GKS /[ dzQa &LINRy
just finished. The first thing he wanted to show was the|
excellent growth of turf after the end of season
renovation. In just 3 weeks there was a vigorous cover g
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renovate at the beginning of winter, a long drawn out
renovation is not possible with the cold weather.
Financially and logistically it has been a huge positiv¢
contracting Statewide Turf Services for our reatmns
who cut down a % week process into 4 or 5 days

AL

NI RS& o °7\Gf\2duj L;'r\é NBZ&2dzNJ
5 PT Glaia G2 R2 gAGK WNI QS
KyldzZINBQdy 2 G A

a

b

Stripping the old turf layer

dy ggfr aim in Bunburys to have full coverage of Kikuyu

efore the ground temperature drops below 18 degrees
The Village Green Kikuyu on our racing surface, frof
Greenacres Turf Farm, is a fantastic product and has ha
siggiﬁ_icigf_ mﬁt' qji;\n@gs orbtpﬁ, fej:ility. iJ‘t gives
great coverage during the season, requires
maintenance and is kind on the horées
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| Kim checking the Kikuyu 3 weeks later
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It was quickly apparent from talking with Kim and
AyallSodAy3a GKS NI OSO2dzNAS

is an astuteobserver of plant growth, turf health and

nutritive needs. This extends to the floral displays arounc
the course which are a credit to him. He describes his ke
management techniquefor maintainingthe tracksl a &
have a support group of suppliers aagronomists with
whom | stay in constant consultation. Regular soil testing
and leaf analysis. Constantly looking for new product
anidl 2echhotzgydiny” stay Bdedd AHE Fvodrite piecd \of  F
equipment A a fhe MertiDrain, which is extremely
Important during both renovations and the racing
seasos.

Kikuyu ardzy R G KS O2dzNARS LING WdS N
1

I'S SELXIIAYSRZI «a

3

w
Qx

D2 d:

=)




