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ChairmanΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
 
Another Reader Survey completed and once more the 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ά/ƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ IƻǊǎŜǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ 
very complimentary with some good suggestions.   
 
Again, the written feedback was from just a small 
proportion of the readership so we can only assume that 
ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
magazine.  Nevertheless, if you have some constructive 
ideas for future issues we will be very pleased to hear 
them. 
 
Fortunately, nature has been relatively kind to us so far 
this summer as compared to the devastating floods last 
year, and of course the earthquake destruction across the 
Tasman.  Nevertheless, the climate is always changing and 
we can only try and anticipate what hand we are to be 
dealt as track managers from forecasts and our local 
knowledge.   
 
Additional to this, we can now constantly measure the 
physical state of our tracks to determine if and when 
watering, aeration and other track management practices 
are needed to present the best stage. 
 
As this issue goes to press the whole racing industry is 
gripped with Black Caviar fever as every move this 
champion mare makes is followed with great interest.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ΨŦŜǾŜǊΩ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀǎ 
people who had little, or only an occasional, interest in 
racing are caught up with watching the outstanding 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƻƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΩ ǎǳǇŜǊ ƘƻǊǎŜΦ   
 
The benefits from this spotlight on our sport spread 
throughout the industry and keep us on our toes as we 
prepare the best and safest tracks we can. 
 
Lindsay Murphy 
ARMA Chairman 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARMA News 
 
In a groundbreaking development and a great boost for 
ARMA, the ARMA Committee has entered into a major 
sponsorship agreement with Toro Australia.   
 
The agreement, to run initially for 3 years, will have 
benefits for both parties: 

¶ associate sponsorship of the new ARMA website 

¶ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ά/ƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ IƻǊǎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 
articles 

¶ creation of an Industry Services Award for a selected 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ 
industry 

¶ ARMA conference sponsorship at a platinum level 

¶ research rebates to ARMA on purchases of Toro 
equipment and products 

¶ annual State regional workshops for ARMA members 

¶ technical services such as irrigation design, audit and 
assessment. 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŘƛŀǊȅ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ Perth Conference to be 

held from August 5
th

 ς 8
th
, based at Ascot Racecourse, 

with a lead in race meeting on August 4
th

.  An experienced 
English racecourse manager is expected to be the 
highlight speaker and will be accompanied by a number of 
presentations on vital track management issues. 
 
A feature of the conference will be inspections and 
discussion of the careful methods used for water and 
waste management at Ascot in view of the proximity of 
the course to the Swan River.  
   

 
WƻƘƴ CŀǊƎƘŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ wƛŘƭŜȅ ϧ [ƛŀƳ hΩKeeffe (see story next page) 
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Steriline/ARMA Scholar Update 
 
With the Steriline/ARMA Scholarship now entering its 5

th
 

year we decided to check on what previous Scholars were 
doing now and what impact the Scholarship had on their 
careers in racecourse management.  Their responses are 
gratifying to all involved in this prestigious award and 
underline its potential value to the racing industry.   
 
The Scholarship was established in 2008 by Steriline 
Racing Pty Ltd under the patronage of ARMA with the 
support and generosity of the Hong Kong Jockey Club 
since inception and the Singapore Turf Club since 2010.  
 
The inaugural Scholar, Adam Ayre, appointed Racecourse 
and Facilities Manager at Canberra Racing Club last year 
ǎŀƛŘΣ άǘhe Steriline Scholarship was truly a life changing 
experience in more ways than one.  Professionally, it 
opened my eyes to the world of possibilities in the field of 
Racecourse Management.  Experiencing the Hong Kong 
Jockey Club and learning the ways of a world class racing 
institution proved that really the sky is the limit.  The 
sheer magnificence of the tracks and facilities were proof 
of what can be achieved with unlimited resources, but on 
the other hand the attention to detail was unlike I had 
ever seen before.έ   
 
άPersonally the experience was one that truly took me 
out of my comfort zone.  Coming from a small country 
town (Muswellbrook) and never having been overseas 
before, I must admit the initial few days of the trip were 
very confronting.  The experience of big city life and being 
a minority in a different cultural environment definitely 
was a humbling experience.  As a person I can say I grew a 
greater respect in general for people and matured as an 
individual overnight.  It was truly a life changing 
experience!έ            
 
Sean Bridges, Assistant Racecourse Manager at Brisbane 
Racing Club and ǘƘŜ нллф {ŎƘƻƭŀǊ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ άǘhe one thing 
that stood out in my mind at the time, and even two years 
after my visit, is that how welcome I was made to feel and 
how all people in the racing industry have a definite 
fellowship with other racecourses no matter the clubs 
financial or industry status.  Jackson Wong and I are in 
constant contact with each other via email to see how 
each other is going and Jackson stayed at my house on a 
recent visit to Australia for the ARMA conferance.  I hope 
to return to the HKJC in the future for a visit and I watch 
their racing avidly.  Thanks to Steriline Racing and the 
HKJC for the opportunity and I hope all future recipients 
enjoy the experience as much as I did." 
 
In 2010, Rebecca Dynon won the Scholarship.  She was 
Racecourse Manager at Tatura & Shepparton Racing Club 
at the time, followed by work with Racing Information 
Services and, after winning the National Sports Turf 
Graduate Award, is now studying turf science in America.  

Rebecca reported, "the scholarship gave me the 
opportunity to study how complex the role of 
track preparation is in world class facilities and the 
importance of observation and professionalism.  It proved 
to me that the application of management using turf 
science principles does not have to be restricted to the 
financial position of the racing facility and are adaptive to 
each individual situation.  Subsequently this experience 
has given me the credibility, knowledge and motivation 
to investigate these turf sciences further.  I personally 
recommend all turf managers who are looking to expand 
on knowledge that will change their lives, to apply for the 
Steriline/ARMA Scholarship" 
  
!ƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊΣ [ƛŀƳ hΩYŜŜŦŦŜ, Racecourse 
Manager at Warrnambool Racing Club added, άwinning 
the Steriline Racing/ ARMA Scholarship has been one of 
the best experiences of my life.  From a professional point 
of view, the time spent with both the Hong Kong Jockey 
Club and Singapore Turf Club was eye opening.  Both 
clubs have a reputation throughout the world as being 
professional and well run, and my experiences back this 
up.έ   
 
άIt was a pleasure to spend 15 days seeing first hand how 
international Racecourse Managers at the top of their 
game operate and I have learnt many things I will 
implement in my current role with the Warrnambool 
Racing Club.  The synthetic training and racing surfaces 
are first class and something that Australia could 
definitely learn from and implement to ensure we remain 
at least on par with the rest of the world.  From a 
personal point of view I have formed strong relationships 
with many people that I hope to see again over the next 
few years either in Australia or overseas.  I enjoyed trip 
immensely and am grateful to Steriline Racing and the 
ARMA for giving me the opportunity of a lifŜǘƛƳŜΦέ 
 
John Ridley, Director of Racing Operations at Hong Kong 
WƻŎƪŜȅ /ƭǳōΣ ŀǇǇƭŀǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άƛt is 
pleasing and an honour to be part of a great Steriline 
initiative.  The HKJC Tracks team also enjoy the scholars 
being here, and we also "Win" from making new contacts 
and friends.έ 
 
The Scholarship is valued at over $10,000 and is for study 
of all aspects of racecourse management operations in 
Hong Kong and Singapore.  The objective is to reward the 
pursuit of excellence and professionalism among 
Australian racecourse managers and senior staff. 
Successful Scholars will be expected to be seen as future 
leaders in the racecourse management profession and 
role models for their peers. 
 
Applications for this eagerly contested award for 2012 will 
be invited in April and close June 30.  Following 
interviews, the winner will be announced at the ARMA 
Conference in August.  The Scholarship study period is for  
late 2012. 
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Just Toogood 
 
Racecourse Managers are an unassuming lot who go 
about their daily business without fanfare and let their 
tracks do the talking.  A fine example is Chris Toogood, 
wa ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ¢ǳǊŦ /ƭǳōΩǎ wƻǎŜƘƛƭƭ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ 
Racecourse in Sydney, who is just content to do what he 
does best and let the results speak for themselves.  And 
they do, even though the spotlight shines particularly 
strongly on Rosehill at Golden Slipper time, the richest 
2yo race, and the many other feature race meetings 
ǳƴŘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ 
 
He modestly attributes his achievements to the guidance 
given him during his 31 years with the Sydney Turf Club by 
mentors such as John Jeffs, Lindsay Murphy, Jim 
Longhurst and Lindsay Davies, well known names in the 
racecourse management game.  However, he would not 
be in the position he holds today without natural ability 
and a feel for track management and all that entails. 
 
Chris is a Sydney boy who started work as a cabinet maker 
before taking on an apprenticeship in butchering.  After 7 
years as a butcher he took a breaƪ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ΨŦƛƭƭ ƛƴΩ Ƨƻō ŀǘ 
Canterbury Racecourse not expecting that to last long.  He 
subsequently joined the ground staff at Canterbury in 
1981 and worked his way up to become RM at that 
venue.  A transfer to Rosehill occurred in 2005 and 
appointment as wŀŎŜŎƻǳǊǎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {¢/Ωǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 
venue soon followed.  He nominates the latter 
achievement and involvement with the course 
reconstruction at Canterbury as his career highlights to 
date. 
 
Apart from the high profile race meetings at Rosehill, the 
racecourse is the base for 25 trainers and can house 400 
horses in on-course stables.  Trainers include the current 
leading Sydney trainer, Chris Waller, plus other top flight 
trainers, David Payne, Gerald Ryan and Tim Martin.  
Training occurs daily and is permitted on the inside grass 
track 4 days per week.  Barrier trials are conducted 
fortnightly.  Chris believes that understanding trainersΩ 
needs and communicating with them about decisions that 
have been made is the key to good mutual relations. 
 

 
Chris Toogood on good terms with Chris Waller 

The Rosehill track maintenance program covers the 2040 
x 25m Course Proper, 1540 x 22m Inside Grass, 1700 x 6m 
Sand Track, 1400 x 6m Pro-Ride track, 1350 x 6m Cinders 
track, and a trotting track around the dam.  The Course 
Proper is kikuyu based, oversown with Tetilla ryegrass in 
winter.  Track management methods and schedules are 
constant year round, subject to weather.   

 

 
All ready for the Golden Slipper 

 
/ƘǊƛǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ άƴothing really changes, even 
approaching the autumn carnival, as we maintain the 
track to the best of our abilities at all times.  However, I 
must say that it is a very demanding and stressful time 
leading up to the Slipper to make sure grounds and 
surrounds are in top condition too as there is more focus 
from media and participants on our course.  Nevertheless, 
every race meeting is important.  I walk the track regularly 
to make observations and keep an eye on the weather 
forecastέ.  Regarding indispensable machinery and 
ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ άŀll our machinery is important to us, no one 
piece is more important than the other but our Toro 328 
D Groundmaster would be hard to get by withoutέ. 
 
Iƛǎ ǾƛŜǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎΩ ǊƻƭŜ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƛǎΣ άƳaintaining tracks and instilling 
confidence in trainers and owners who want to race their 
horses on a fair surface.  That will also help the punters 
bet with confidence which has a big bearing on our 
businessέ.  Iƛǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ƛǎΣ άƳŀƪŜ 
sure you develop good observation skills and have good 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎέΦ 
 
Chris is fairly content at the moment and just wants to 
stay where he is, maintaining Rosehill as a great 
racecourse, although he would like to come up with a 
solution to track crossings!  He, like nearly everone, is 
captivated by the deeds of Black Caviar and sees her as a 
huge promotional boost to horse racing in the eyes of the 
general public. 
 
Away from the job, Chris relaxes at home or on holidays 
with his family; wife Debra, son Joel, who takes after Dad 
as a greenkeeper at ANZ Stadium, and daughter Alyce.  He 
also keeps in touch with the turf by playing a mean round 
of golf (off 14} and watching the Rabbitohs. 
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Mackay Track Redevelopment  
 
Racing Queensland Ltd (RQL), as the controlling body for 
the three codes of racing in Queensland (Thoroughbred, 
Harness and Greyhound), has developed an Industry 
Infrastructure Plan (IIP) to upgrade facilities for all three 
codes.  The concept behind the IIP was to upgrade tracks, 
integrity services, associated facilities and work health 
and safety, ensuring racing and wagering is viable in 
Queensland. 
 
Mackay Turf Club participates as a TAB wagering venue in 
north Queensland, conducting up 20 race meetings per 
annum.  Mackay is a coastal town, about 1000km north of 
Brisbane, with a tropical climate recording an average 
annual rainfall up to 3000mm and recorded rain events in 
excess of 80mm/hour.  The course proper turf track was 
not performing very well due to the existing soil 
composition, lack of drainage, incorrect super elevations 
and insufficient turf management. 
  
The key outcomes RQL required from the redevelopment  
of the Mackay turf track were to improve: 

¶ Racecourse drainage  

¶ Track width and circumference to 1620m x 18m 

¶ Track total area to 35590m² 

¶ Growing medium (sand /soil blend) 

¶ Infiltration rate to 80mm/hr. 

¶ Track super elevations  

¶ Irrigation 

¶ Turf (Cynodon dactylon selection ς Winter Green) 

¶ Number of race meetings per annum 
 
Designs were undertaken by RQL engineers, Contour 
Consulting Engineers (CCE), budgets produced and a 
business case submitted to Queensland Treasury for 
approval.  Once approval was received the project was 
tendered and a contract was awarded to the successful 
tenderer, StrathAyr Turf Systems. 
 

 
Placing sand on the drainage blanket 

 

ά¢ƘŜ aŀŎƪŀȅ CŀŎǘƻǊέ 
 Mackay is one of the main feeder towns to the booming 
Queensland mining industry where the mines are 

controlling the local town supply of employment, 
accommodation, materials and goods, repairs and 
maintenance.  For an external business arriving in Mackay 
to undertake a project, the άaŀŎƪŀȅ CŀŎǘƻǊέ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ 
in which an external company such as StrathAyr found it 
extremely difficult to source goods and services at 
uninflated rates. 
 
Major issues that controlled the redevelopment were the 
supply of drainage materials and soils for the growing 
medium.  All quarries had their production of materials 
basically sold to mine associated contracts, leaving an 
external body having to wait for surplus material.  
Sourcing the correct growing medium blend for the track 
profile was a long process due to unstable sands and 
limited soils that could be used as a blending agent.  
Extensive testing of blends returned no positive result 
leaving RQL in a position with a track redevelopment and 
no growing medium. 
 

 
Screening the Port Authority sand 

 

Growing Medium 
As the local sands were very unstable and could not be 
used without a stabilising agent, RQL negotiated with 
StrathAyr Turf Systems to vary the current track 
redevelopment contract and supply a sand profile 
ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ǿƛǘƘ άwŜŦƭŜȄ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅέΦ  The selected 
sand for the new profile was reclaimed Mackay Port 
Authority sand that needed to be triple screened through 
a 3mm screening plant to remove foreign items.  Local 
earth moving contractor, Andy Kippen, assisted StrathAyr 
by providing an extra screening plant and equipment to 
speed up the screening process and the mixing of 
Canadian peat and Reflex stabilising agent. 
 
Construction 
Bulk earth works were undertaken using laser controlled 
ǎŎǊŀǇŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ  ƴŜǿ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ άŎǳǘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭέ 
leaving the compacted subgrade ready for drainage works 
and irrigation.  Drainage gravel (5-7mm, no fines) was 
then placed at 80mm using low flotation equipment 
working off the face of the drainage blanket. 
     
New external fencing and stewards towers were installed.  
The growing medium followed with a sand layer of 
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130mm placed on the drainage blanket followed by 
130mm of stabilised sand.  Both processes of placing sand 
were undertaken in the same manner as the placement of 
drainage blanket.  A final trim to the finished surface was 
undertaken prior to the laying of washed turf. 
 

 
Laying the Winter Green turf 

Racing 
A return to racing is scheduled for April 14

th
, 2012, but 

prior to this date a number of gallops, jumpouts and 
barrier trials will be undertaken to ensure the new turf 
surface will be able to support a thoroughbred race 
meeting. 
 
Details of the Mackay turf track redevelopment; 

¶ Upgrade to storm water main trunk lines 

¶ Bulk earth works  

¶ Subsurface drains at 8m centres in a half herringbone 
pattern using internal smooth bore drainage pipe  

¶ Future site proofing with conduits 

¶ Rainbird irrigation system using Rainbird 8005 series 
heads controlled by a Rainbird Site Controller PC 
operated system 

¶ Drainage blanket layer at 80mm using 5 to 7 mm 
gravel free of any fines 

¶ Perimeter fencing and steward towers 

¶ Sand based profile (260mm) with Reflex technology 

¶ Turf comprised of washed sod - (Cynodon dactylon 
selection ς Winter Green) 

¶ Duration of project ς September, 2011 to April, 2012 

¶ Cost $3.6 million 

 

 
The new Course Proper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cox Plate Carnival 
 

The Moonee Valley Racing Club, Marty Synan, and the 
StrathAyr track, have received a big tick of approval from 
Racing Victoria Limited over MVRC plans to stage 
consecutive night and day meetings leading into Cox Plate 
day. 
 
w±[ /9hΣ wƻō IƛƴŜǎΣ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ άwe have confidence in the 
MVRC, under the guidance of track manager Martin 
Synan, to provide a suitable racing surface for both 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎέΦ  a±w/ /9hΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ǊƻǿŜƭƭΣ ŀŘŘŜŘ άǘƘŜ 
StrathAyr track is an exceptionally resilient profile and 
would ensure the Cox Plate was not run on an inferior 
ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜέΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ARMA Committee 
NSW ς Lindsay Murphy (Chairman & Treasurer)  
0417 744 252 lmurphy@australianturfclub.com.au 
VIC ς Martin Synan (Deputy Chairman)  
0407 819 027 msynan@mvrc.net.au 
QLD ς Warren Williams (Secretary) 
 0410 779 625 arma@racecoursemanagers.org.au 
SA ς John Tonani   
0413 448 507 jtonani@sajc.com.au 
TAS ς Sam Webster 
0414 886 100  s.webster@tasracing.com.au  
WA ς Geoff Murphy   
0419 769 462 gmurphy@perthracing.org.au 

 

mailto:lmurphy@australianturfclub.com.au
mailto:msynan@mvrc.net.au
mailto:arma@racecoursemanagers.org.au
mailto:jtonani@sajc.com.au
mailto:s.webster@tasracing.com.au
mailto:gmurphy@perthracing.org.au
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Hong Kong / China Update 
 
Despite the great strides taken in Hong Kong in recent 
years improving racecourse facilities and infrastructure to 
ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴƻ ΨǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǳǊŜƭǎΩΦ  John Ridley, Director of Racing 
Operations at The Hong Kong Jockey ClubΣ ǘƻƭŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
ARMA Conference that a whole new, world class training 
centre was now in the pipeline, to be located in the 
Conghua province of China, 200 kilometres inland from 
Hong Kong. 
 
This project has eventuated from China, for the first time 
in history, hosting the International Equestrian 
Competition as part of the Asian Games in 2010.  Horses 
were imported into China directly to an Equine Specific 
Disease Free Zone in Conghua, surrounded by a buffer 
zone, and subsequently re-exported out of China after the 
Competition.   
 
Horse movement for the new training centre, between 
Hong Kong and Conghua, will follow a pre-approved, 
biosecure safe passage route with regular infectious 
disease surveillance, quality supervision and inspection, 
taking advantage of the Equine Disease Free Zone.   
 
As a legacy of the Games, in a win/win result for all 
concerned, Conghua will become a thoroughbred training 
centre under the guidance of the HKJC.  The Conghua and 
Guangzhou Governments are looking at the training 
centre as a community benefit with citizens getting to 
know racing by visiting the community centre, attending 
morning trackwork and viewing a training stable under 
bio-security control measures. 
 

 
Centre layout showing track shapes with uphill track top left 
 

Stages for establishment of the complex between 2011 
and 2014 include: Site Formation and Construction; 
Construction Quality Control; Operational Model 
Development; Horse Movement Cross Border Protocol; 
Staff Recruitment and Training; HR Policy and Cultural 
Alignment; Trials and Testing.   
 

Challenges that will be faced are many, such as: 
differences in oral and written language between Hong 
Kong and Conghua; a different legal system; varying 
culture and lifestyle (modern city vs country side); 
differences in employment requirements & benefit 
packages; HKJC runs its business in English; no staff with 
racing experience is available; avoiding counterfeit 
products and monitoring quality fluctuation; a high import 
tax and restrictions on overseas product; quality control 
of construction and of staff. 
 
The design concept is for an equine friendly, world class 
training centre with a relaxed environment in natural 
surroundings and having potential for further initiatives.   
 
Bio-security features include a perimeter fence, an 
internal bio-security fence, a double gate, air lock system 
at the main entrance, vector control in stables and 
isolation stables.   
 

 
Stables (top right) and Training Stables 

 

The main training tracks will be tear-drop shaped and 
include a main turf track, a large all weather track, a small 
all weather track and an uphill gallop straight.   
 
Future plans are for a turf training track, an additional 
small all weather track, a straight track for jump outs, a 
straight grass track and a bridle path.  Safety 
considerations will be paramount in track design and 
construction. 
 
Other facilities will include U shaped single storey stables 
accommodating 3 trainers with offices, 62 horse stalls, 
two 8 horse covered horse walkers, 16 covered turn out 
paddocks and storage rooms; a swimming pool; a number 
of grassed spelling paddocks; an equine veterinary 
hospital; and a multi-level, state of the art trainers 
pavilion for observation of training and liaison with 
owners, jockeys and the media.  Broadcasting services are 
planned to film and time horses in training and then 
upload the footage to the HKJC website by mid afternoon.  
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A StrathAyr Profile 
 
Very early in their history, StrathAyr Turf Systems saw 
that just providing rolls of turf was not the best long term 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  ¢Ƙǳǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
StrathAyr Profile was developed to ensure turf was laid on 
well structured root zone and sub soil layers to ensure 
good drainage and strong turf growth in all climates.  This 
has been tƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǎƻƭƛŘ 
reputation in racing and other sports turf industries. 
 
The actual profile of StrathAyr begins in 1959 when the 
/ŀǎƛƳŀǘȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦŀǊƳΣ ά{ǘǊŀǘƘ!ȅǊέΣ ƴŜŀǊ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΣ 
Tasmania, diversified from unsustainable wool and cereal 
production, initially into mushroom growing, and then in 
1968 into turf farmimg.  These inspired moves were 
influenced by Bill Casimaty, then a fresh graduate from 
Dookie Agricultural College in Victoria.  The change to turf 
came about following a visit by Bill, as a Nuffield Scholar, 
to one of the turf industry founders in the USA. 
 
He was acutely aware of the small population base in 
Tasmania for such a venture so StrathAyr focused on a 
problem solving approach in order to endeavour to 
establish adequate turnover and commercial viability.  
άWe carried out a lot of work in the West Coast area of 
Tasmania where the rebirth of the mining industry 
provided opportunities related to establishing turf on 
sterile materials such as mine slag.  In effect, we 
established a research and development thrust from the 
outset in an attempt to gain sufficient market sizeέ. 
 
A toehold on the mainland was obtained in 1972 with the 
takeover of a turf business and establishment of a turf 
farm at Mangalore, north of Melbourne.  A contract was 
secured with the Victorian Housing Commission to supply 
5 acres of turf per annum to their high rise developments.  
.ƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ άǘhis contract greatly assisted our 
establishment as these projects required full semi trailer 
loads whereas the emerging domestic market was thinly 
spread throughout the whole Melbourne metropolitan 
area and was therefore difficult and costly to service.έ   
 
άWhile we established a turf nursery at Mangalore we 
shipped turf by sea freight from Tasmania.  Low 
temperatures helped with the turf shipment and we 
gained very valuable experience with the handling of 
contracts that involved significant challenges and various 
transport logistics.  Some specialist turf was air freighted 
which also provided experience that became very 
valuable later on.  As the business grew, distribution was 
more readily organised and we progressively increased 
the number of days each week that we delivered turf.έ 
 
Increased turnover was rapid but was interrupted by 
severe water restrictions in Melbourne in the early 1980s.  
This was compounded by water shortages at the original 
ǘǳǊŦ ŦŀǊƳ ƛƴ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴƛŀΦ  ά! ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƳƛȄέΣ .ƛƭƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ  
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǇŀŘŘƻŎƪ ǘǳǊŦΩ 

where old pastures were being harvested and sold to a 
market that had only ever previously known the 
cultivated turf type product.  This phase did not last long 
but it was very worrying at the time because its low price 
and poor quality affected the image of instant turf.  
 
Distaste with the farming of commodity products, where 
the producer has little effect on returns, spurred the 
desire to diversify within the turf market in the hope of 
avoiding this commodity thrust.  The minute size of the 
Tasmanian market was another factor that drove the 
perceived need for innovation. 
 
{ǘǊŀǘƘ!ȅǊΩǎ Ŧƛrst Tasmanian sports project was the 
Queenstown Swimming Pool and the first major Victorian 
sports project was Waverley Park.  This was their first 
washed turf project and was probably the first sand based 
sports field in Australia.  In turn the experience with turf 
washing and transport logistics resulted in provision of a 
huge quantity of soil free turf for the Sha Tin and Happy 
Valley Racetracks in Hong Kong.  This development 
occurred after Bill took two rolls of washed turf to Hong 
Kong in a suitcase, leading to their first international 
project.  Both tracks have now been used for heavy racing 
for 23 years without any refurbishment and without ever 
suffering a wet weather cancellation. 
 

 
Ladies laying BAyr Root Turf in Hong Kong in 1990 

 

Having embarked on a specialist sports turf thrust the 
StrathAyr system was developed which is a sand based, 
high drainage concept with the growing medium being 
enhanced by the inclusion of Reflex Mesh Elements.  
Experience had taught that turf can be of a very high 
standard but its reputation suffers if the base 
construction is not appropriate.  In effect the StrathAyr 
system overcame that problem because there was 
involvement in all aspects of design and construction.  
The first installations of the StrathAyr system design was 
for bowling greens but that market became flooded by 
other turf growers trying to follow the lead. 
 
StrathAyr was awarded a contract in 1979 by the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground following a very difficult 
period for the June long weekend football matches.  Trial 
areas of the StrathAyr system were established on a goal
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mouth and a strip alongside the wicket table.  These areas 
survived the 1979 downpours and resulted in the decision 
to reconstruct the whole arena to the mesh element 
concept.  The project was heralded as the best project of 
any type the MCG had carried out throughout its long 
history.  In addition, Parramatta Stadium in Sydney, 
reconstructed in 1993 using the StrathAyr system, is 
considered the best projection of this technology in the 
sports field market and is still in heavy use. 
 
During a very bad water restriction period in Melbourne 
Bill learnt that Moonee Valley was re-constructing 
facilities.  This led to him establishing a very productive 
communication with the CEO, Ian McEwen.  Track trials of 
StrathAyr washed turf resulted in racing just 20 days after 
turf installationΦ  .ƛƭƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIan McEwen was very pro-
active in singing our praises after the entire track was 
reconstructed without losing a meeting.  This led to our 
providing washed turf for the Flemington and Sandown 
tracks and the success of the concept gave us stature 
within the Australian ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅέΦ  
 

 
Frank & Bill Casimaty 

 

.ƛƭƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ άŘespite similar success with our 
construction of the Singapore track, the Australian market 
uptake has been slow.  The flow on effect from the 
Moonee Valley StrathAyr track, which has now weathered 
17 years of racing, has yet to materialise.  Our greatest 
frustration has been observing problems with many tracks 
which have adopted only parts of our technology.  We 
need to further develop the Track Managers technical 
understanding of our system and use objective 
measurement systems to achieve the type of surface 
required for safe, all weather, high usage racingέ. 
 
He believes that Racetrack Managers need to take 
regular, objective measurements of the key performance 
indicators of their tracks.  They can predict problems 
ahead of time by the measurement of infiltration rates, 
etc, when untimely rain events cause the weakness of the 
track to become glaringly obvious.  Ongoing 
measurements can be used to predict problems and deal 
with them rather than causing surprises on raceday. 
 

Such technical information also enables them to present a 
professional approach to their committees which are 
often not inclined to base their decisions about tracks, the 
stage for our industry, on objective data.  Inspection of 
other tracks within Australia and overseas and discussions 
with their track managers is much more productive than 
the trial and error approach that is often used. 
 
Bill ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘǊŀǘƘ!ȅǊΩǎ association with Australian 
and overseas Racetrack Managers has helped to turn 
things in the right direction and there is now a solid core 
of highly proficient and equally adept Track Managers.  
άThey need to continue to acquire enough knowledge to 
make up their own mind of the system they want and by 
detailed technical interaction with the objective of 
developing a more professional approach to construction 
and maintenance issues.  StrathAyr and other providers 
can assist racetrack managers to increase confidence in 
their presentation to committees.  Conference 
presentations could also be used to prepare and practise 
racetrack managers for presentations to their 
committees.  In short, better and more in depth 
communication with the providers of turfgrass technology 
and those responsible for management would be 
productiveέ. 
 
.ƛƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ άŀ Ƙuge variation in management 
systems around the world but we believe that the Hong 
Kong and Singapore Clubs have now rapidly embraced the 
technology that we provided and further developed the 
relative concepts.  We will continue to expand our 
international activity while also hoping to speed up the 
very slow uptake of new technology by Australian Clubs.  
Despite the shortcomings the Australian Racing Industry it 
is highly regarded internationally and we believe that 
there are great opportunities to service the industry in 
emerging markets especially in Asia and South East Asia.  
We will continue our research and development activityέ. 
 
StrathAyr today is a developer of natural turf technology 
and a world leader in sportsfield and racetrack 
construction techniques.  Products include all turf types, 
permanent or removable, all weather, natural turf 
systems for stadia and racecourses, removable racetrack 
ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎǎΣ ΨŘǊƻǇ ƛƴΩ ǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ǿƛŎƪŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
instant turf replacement products.  As well as turf, 
StrathAyr has been deeply involved with the Tasmanian 
viticulture and poppy industries and general agricultural 
issues.   As a result, Bill was awarded an Order of Australia 
Medal in 2009 for services to the horticultural industry. 
 
.ƛƭƭΩǎ ǎƻƴ CǊŀƴƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
and, together with his brother Peter, Financial Controller, 
and sister Kate in a management position, the Casimaty 
succession plan is well in place.  This, together with a 
great staff team, will provide the fresh blood required for 
long term further expansion and consolidation and to 
ensure the companȅΩs future. 
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Flemington Flashback 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ !ǊƎǳǎέ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ олΣ мфос όthe day before Derby Day) and still has relevance 
75+ years later: 
 

 
òCUP WEEK PREPARATIONSó 

- Work of Flemington Staff ð Keeping the Tracks in Condition 
by Newmarket 

 
ñMost attention is of course paid to the racing tracks, and particular care is taken to have these in the best 

possible condition.  A tractor drawn five unit mowing machine is used to cut the grass and this covers 13õ 6ó 

with each cut.  By using this machine the straight six and circular tracks are completed in one day.  

Previously when a horse drawn machine was utilised three days were occupied in this operation and an 

additional two days were required for men to rake the grass off the tracks. 

 

Now a road broom is attached to the machine drawn by the tractor and immediately after the grass is cut it 

is swept into lanes which enables it to be quickly cleared from the track. 

 

Mr E H Hill, overseer of the course, is a believer in frequent cuttings instead of allowing the grass to grow 

for some time before being mown.  By this means the grass is spread out and a good mat is made.  In the 

spring the tracks are mown at least once a week but in the summer this work is only necessary about once 

every three weeks.  It depends on weather conditions. 

 

Owners of horses who are unlikely to be seen at their best in heavy going need have no fear that they will be 

adversely affected according to Mr Hill.  The rain this week has if anything improved the going and had no 

rain fallen the tracks would have been artificially watered to a similar extent. 

 

At present the track is in splendid condition and unless very heavy falls occur before tomorrow it will be 

practically perfect.  The only difference made by the rain is that artificial watering has been obviated and the 

benefit to the track has been greater. 

 

With four days racing in a week the desire of the overseer is to provide a track that will be as good on the 

last day as on the opening day.  With this object in view between 3-4ó of grass are allowed to remain.  This 

growth of grass is beneficial in wet weather by making the going firmer.  It works into the ground and 

prevents clods being torn out by the galloping horses.  It also holds the ground much better and gives less 

trouble to keep the track in order. 

 

It may operate slightly against the recording of very fast times but horses racing on 2 or 3 days of the week 

will not be so liable to injury as they would on a hard track.  It will enable them to end the week, in ordinary 

circumstances, as sound as they began.ó 
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Integrated Pest Management 
 
An excellent and timely presentation on sustainable 
management of turf pests was given at the 2011 ARMA 
Conference by Andrew Peart, Senior Agronomist at 
AGCSATech, the technical advisory section of the 
Australian Golf Course Superintendents Association.  He 
prefaced his talk by reviewing the introduction of 
synthetic pesticides after World War II which dramatically 
increased the use of pesticides due to their effectiveness 
and relatively low cost.  This meant that plants could be 
introduced into marginal areas and placed under 
additional stresses and there was a silver bullet.  
 
However, over time it has resulted in greater pesticide 
usage, pest resistance, pollution, disruption of ecological 
systems and issues with human exposure.  While 
pesticides have become safer to the environment, the 
perception is that pesticides can still cause harmful side-
effects, even mutations within some ecosystems 
 
Integrated Pest Management is an effective and 
environmentally sensitive approach to pest management 
that relies on a combination of common sense practices.  
The keyword in the phrase is Integrated meaning that it is 
not only looking at an alternative approach to pest 
control, but also a holistic approach to turf management 
ΧΧ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ōŀǎƛŎǎ. 
 
IPM involves a multi facetted approach including: plant 
selection; cultural practices; pest monitoring; 
environmental monitoring; understanding when damage 
occurs; setting pest threshold limits; management 
strategies; and control options.  IPM is of particular 
importance in racecourse maintenance because of the 
large turf surface areas, typically 8 hectares or so, 
compared to other sportsturf grounds.  
 
Turfgrass pests include any organism that disrupts the 
quality of a turf surface for its intended use.  A pest has 
the potential to be controlled by an appropriate pesticide, 
eg, Insecticides, Nematicides, Fungicides and Herbicides. 
 
Establishing correct cultural practices is vital in controlling 
or limiting pest damage.  Any poor maintenance practice 
that creates stress on the plant will ultimately make it 
more susceptible to pest damage.  Poor practices could 
include: pH & Nutrition; Thatch management; Irrigation; 
and Mowing.   
 
The relationship between poor nutrition and some fungal 
diseases, eg, rust or red thread, can be readily seen.  Also, 
the incidence of Poa annua can often be the result of 
overwatering and on golf greens scalping is often followed 
by the introduction of moss.  However, the relationship 
between the incidence of insect pests and specific issues 
associated with poor cultural practices is somewhat less 
clear, although excessive thatch is often correlated to the 
presence of curl grubs.  

Insect Pests of turf in Australia are many and include: 
African black beetle; Argentine scarab; Black headed 
cockchafer; Red headed cockchafer; Lawn or pruinose 
scarab; Argentine stem weevil; Billbug; Cutworms; Lawn 
armyworms; Webworms; and Changa mole crickets.  
 

   
An understanding of Insect Biology is important to 
accurate identification and effective control.  Most insects 
begin as eggs, hatch into small immature insects, go 
through a series of moults, increasing in size until 
becoming an adult.  But, there are differences.  Some 
such as mole crickets have an incomplete metamorphosis 
where the immature insects closely resemble the adults 
and the immatures (nymphs) and adults compete for 
food.  Others have a complete metamorphosis where the 
immature insects bear no resemblance to the adult, eg, 
white grubs to beetles, caterpillars to moths.  There is an 
additional development stage (pupa) when they are 
transformed from larva to the adult and the different 
stages generally feed on differing food sources. 
 
As insect pests are not readily seen on the turf surface, 
understanding their life cycle is an important part in 
understanding when damage may occur.  Unfortunately, 
often when damage is seen it may be too late to control 
the pest ς akin to spring dead spot on couchgrass.  Like all 
pests (including weeds and fungal pathogens), insects 
have different life cycles that must be understood to 
know when the best time of year will provide the best 
management approach. 
 
Consider the Argentine Scarab, Billbug and African Black 
Beetle as examples.  The Argentine Scarab has a one year 
life cycle, the female laying eggs from mid November 
through to early January.  Larvae may live for up to 10 
months.  3rd instar larvae (final) generally feed from 
autumn and spring.  The most appropriate time to apply  
an insecticide would be: preventatively in late spring; or 
curatively in January to February following scouting.  
 
The African Black Beetle also has a one year life cycle and 
the female lays eggs from mid spring through to early 
summer.  The first instar larvae feed on organic matter 
close to the surface then move deeper as they grow.  
After 10 weeks they are around 25mm in length and will 
tunnel down around 120mm where they pupate.  In late 
summer - early autumn the beetle will emerge.  Damage 
is normally seen during mid summer from the second and 
third instars.  
 


