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Executive Summary  
 
¶ A survey of grass racecourses in Australia in 1995, funded by the Rural Industries Research and 

Development Corporation (RIRDC), found a wide variation in the level of racecourse management 
expertise and technical knowledge.  In addition, there was a sense of isolation by many racecourse 
managers and an expressed need for more information relevant to their jobs.  

¶ This led to Racecourse Managers Conferences being held in subsequent years, at Rosehill, Moonee 
Valley, Doomben, Morphettville x 2, Melbourne, Randwick, Ascot, Caloundra, Launceston, Ballarat, 
Newcastle, Flemington, Eagle Farm and in 2010, the 15th Australian Racecourse Managers Conference, 
based at Thoroughbred Park Racecourse, Canberra Racing Club, Canberra, ACT from August 16-18. 

¶ The racecourse conference objective was: ñImprovement of racing industry communication, education 
and knowledge on issues of racetrack design, development, maintenance and performance for the 
advancement of economical and sustainable strategies for racecourse managementò. 

¶ 101 people attended the conference, including 64 racecourse managers, organisations throughout 
Australia and New Zealand, plus 37 suppliers and consultants to the racecourse industry, research 
workers and turf specialists.  

¶ The objective was achieved through discussion of papers and presentations on racing industry 
developments. The 2010 conference provided delegates with the following;  

1. current trends towards the installation and use of ñplastic running railsò,  
2. synthetic track and their current position as training and racing surfaces within Austr alia, 
3. research and development session ï ñUndertaking your own Turf Trialsò, 
4. racecourse management practices, 
5. newly developed tracks throughout Australia ï Werribbee and Gawler, 
6. environmental management issues and Epar Racing progress, 
7. turf nutrition, dise ase, turf research and general liaison between racecourse managers and 

other turf managers and specialists, 
8. the impact of racing surfaces on the Equine. 

¶ The conference was again rated highly by delegates and sponsors through feed back during conference 
¶ The 6th Annual General Meeting of the Australian Racecourse Managers Association (ARMA) was held 

during the conference. 

¶ Recognition of the importance of high standards of racecourse management to the racing industry was 
made by the presentation of the 12 th Australian Racecourse Manager of the Year Award to Tim Bailey, 
Melbourne Racing Club ï Sandown Racecourse.  In addition, Bill Shuck, and Mark Hart were recognised 
for Significant Contributions at a Metropolitan and Regional Racecourse respectively. 

¶ The recipient of the Steriline Racing/ARMA Racecourse Management Scholarship for 2010 was Rebecca 
Dynon, Tatura & Shepparton Racing Club, who will study racing operations as guest of the Hong Kong 
Jockey Club and Singapore Turf Club. 

¶ The inaugural Anco Racetrack Event Education Award was awarded to Liam OôKeeffe, Warrnambool 
Racing Club. 

¶ The conference enabled racecourse managers to gain and exchange information on the latest 
developments in research, racecourse development, track maintenance and resource management, and 
to learn from colleaguesô experiences and inspection of operations at major race and training tracks and 
racing enterprises.  This will result in increased ability to practise their profession, leading to higher 
standards of racecourse management.  Benefits accrue from improvements in track performance, 
appearance and life, and associated economic and environmental advantages for racing clubs and the 
community. 

¶ The conference also strengthened the resolve of racecourse managers to apply accepted best practices, 
modified according to their particular situation, and armed them with the knowledge to justify their 
actions to the many stakeholders in the racing industry.  

¶ Delegates welcomed the news that the continuation of these forums would be organised  2 011. For the 
first time Australian Racecourse Managers Association and the New Zealand Racecourse Managers 
Association will hold a joint conference to be hosted in Christchurch, New Zealand from August 7-10. We 
ask members and associates to consider attending this joint conference and ARMA Secretary will be 
seeking industry participants provide suggestions regarding topics, format and content for 2011   
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Background  
 

A survey of grass racecourses in Australia in 1995, funded by the Rural Industries Research and 
Development Corporation (RIRDC), found a wide variation in the level of racecourse management expertise 
and technical knowledge.  In addition, there was a sense of isolation by many racecourse managers and an 
expressed need for more information relevant to their jobs.  

 
This led to Racecourse Managers Conferences being held in subsequent years, at Rosehill, Moonee Valley, 
Doomben, Morphettville x 2, Melbourne, Randwick, Ascot, Caloundra, Launceston, Ballarat, Newcastle, 
Flemington, Eagle Farm  and in 2010, the 15th Australian Racecourse Managers Conference, based at 
Thoroughbred Park Racecourse, Canberra Racing Club, Canberra, ACT from August 16-18. 
 
 

Objective  
 
The objective of the conference was: ñImprovement of racing industry communication, education and 
knowledge on issues of racetrack design, development, maintenance and performance for the advancement 
of economical and sustainable strategies for racecourse managementò. 

 
 

Introduction  
 
Delegates were welcomed to the conference by Lindsay Murphy, Australian Racecourse Managers 
Association (ARMA) Chairman.  He acknowledged the generous support from the Canberra Racing Club, 
valuable funding contributions by Horticulture Australia, and indi vidually thanked the sponsors:  
Platinum Sponsors ï Barriers International, Dalton Consulting Engineering, Evergreen Turf, Fornells 
Australia, Global Barrier Systems,  PGG Wrightson Turf, Rodney Industries, Steriline Racing, Strathayr Turf 
Systems, Sustainable Turf Renovations and Toro Australia; Gold Sponsors ï Contour Consulting Engineers, 
Globe Australia, Green Horticultural, NuTurf Australia, and Silver Sponsors ï M Collins and Sons, 
Programmed Property Services and Redexim Charterhouse. Turfcraft International must also be 
acknowledge for the continual sponsorship of the Racecourse Managers Awards 
 
Lindsay noted that the number of delegates and participants was 101 and included 64 racecourse 
managers, administrators and staff from 41 racecourses and racing organisations in Australia and New 
Zealand.  Many delegates were again repeat attendees from previous years.   
 
He acknowledged the valuable contribution to conference planning by ARMA Committee members, Geoff 
Murphy, Murray Pyke, Martin Synan, John Tonani and committee person and ARMA Secretary, Warren 
Williams.  The final program was based on priority topics for discussion as determined by delegates at 
previous conferences.  Lindsay concluded by wishing delegates a rewarding conference.  
 

 

---------------------------------- 
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2010 AUSTRALIAN RACECOURSE MANAGERS CONFERENCE  

Canberra Racing Club (CRC) 

Thoroughbred Park 

August 16 - 18, 2010 

 

 

Sunday, August 15 

 

Pre-conference activity day ï Visit Capricorn Park Training Centre and then lunch at Gunderoo Pub and Mattôs wine Bar 

Welcoming Reception and Registration, 6pm Winning Post Bar, Ground Level, Thoroughbred Park Racecourse  

Canberra                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

Monday, August 16 (Day 1) ï Rich Reward Room (2
nd

 level) 

7.30        Tea/Coffee and registration 

8.00 Introduction ï ARMA Chairman, Lindsay Murphy                                                                                                  
8.10 Canberra Racing Club ï History, operations, current developments by CRC representative  

8.30 2009 Steriline Racing Scholarship Winner ï Sean Bridges to present experiences at Hong Kong Jockey Club 

9.15 Racing Victoria Limited current track reconstruction ï C Stebbing Racing Victoria Limited 

9.45        Sponsor Presentation ï Steriline Racing 

 

10.00      Morning Break 

 

10.20      Sponsor Presentation ï Manoeuvre Mow Sustainable Turf Renovations ï Geoff Hatton                                                                    

10.35 Research and Development session ï Turf Trials ï Andrew Peart AGCSA 

11.20 South Australian track redevelopments ï Jeremy Clapp FMG Engineering presenting Gawler reconstruction 

12.00      Sponsor Presentation ï Evergreen Turf - Peter Manning   

  

12.15  Lunch and trade show 

 

1.15      Sponsor Presentation ï Toro - Pat OôShannesy                                                                                                       
1.30      Buses to Canberra Stadium and Australian Institute Sport 

5.30 Trade Show with Sponsors and Drinks (Silks Room) 

7.00      Day 1 closes 

                

Tuesday, August 17 (day 2) ï Rich Reward Room (2
nd

 Level) 

8.15        Tea/Coffee 

8.30 Sponsor Presentation ï Dalton Consulting Engineers ï Shane Dalton                                                                     

8.45        Running Rails ï Plastic! Current update on the usage of plastic running rails for thoroughbred racing ï Jason Kerr 

                                                        Racing Victoria Limited implementation plan for plastic rails and Why ï C Stebbing 

                            Question and answers from delegates to Discussion panel J Kerr, C Stebbing and, M Goodie 
9.45   Sponsor Presentation - StrathAyr Turf Systems 

10.00      Morning Break 

 

10.20      Sponsor Presentation ï  Fornells Australia ï David Hawke                                                                                     
10.35      Synthetics Tracks, ñThere position within the Thoroughbred Racing Industryò 

                                                Presentations by Murray Weeding ï Cushion Track and James Cataldo Thorough Track 

                            Question and answers from delegates to Discussion panel M Weeding and J Cataldo              
11.20 Equine injuries by Dr Andrew Clarke . Presentation titled - ñThe Impact of Racing Surfaces on the Equineò 

12.00 Sponsor Presentation ï Barriers International 

 

12.15      Lunch  

 

 1.00      Sponsor Presentation ï Rodney Industries                                                                                                              
 1.15      Machinery display, Sponsor Trade Show and machinery demonstrations (Silks Room and Ground level) 

 2.30      Thoroughbred Park Racecourse Inspection 

 4.00      Sponsor Presentation ï PGG Wrightson 

4.15 James Cataldo presentation on Thoroughbred Park Racecourse  

4.45      Sponsor Presentation ï Global Barrier Systems 

 

5.00 Day 2 closes 
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6.30 Conference Dinner (Black Opel Room, 2
nd

 Level) at Thoroughbred Park Racecourse                                          

                                                                                  (Guest Speaker - Michael Milton - Disable Olympian) 

               (Racecourse Manager awards ï Turfcraft  A Dowie)   

               (Steriline/ARMA Scholarship presentation and award ï J Fargher)  

               (Anco Racetrack Event Education Award ï B Stephens ) 

                                                                                  (Door Prize ï M Synan) 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 18 (Day 3) ï Rich Reward Room (2
nd

 level) 

9.00 ARMA AGM                                                                                                                                                           
9.30       R and D Report from RCM ?? And Keith McAuliffe update 

9.45       Epar  presentation 

10.00      New Zealand Conference, July 2010 and 2011 conference - Christchurch update 

10.45     ARMA items and plans for 2011, 2012 

11.00     Tea/Coffee and Close of conference for 2010  

 

 

¶ Judy Fargher has offered to do a partners tour while the conference is in progress (Monday and Tuesday).  
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Racecourse Managers Awards ï 2010  

 
Awards were again presented in 2010 to recognise racecourse managers and to select an Australian 
Racecourse Manager of the Year for 2010 from amongst the awardees.  The National Chairman Of Stewards 
Advisory Group (NCOSAG) as a ñthird partyò are invited by ARMA to provide the nominations for this yearôs 
awards.  The awards are for persons who have made a significant contribution to racecourse management 
and for developing fellowship among racecourse managers.  To be eligible for an award a nominee must 
conduct TAB meetings and have made a significant industry achievement. 
 
Tim Bailey, Racecourse Manager, Melbourne Racing Club ï Sandown Racecourse was the winner of the 
twelfth Turfcraft  International  Racecourse Manager of the Year Award for 2010.  Other Award winners 
were: Bill Shuck, Racecourse Manager, Brisbane Racing Club for a Significant Contribution at a Metropolitan 
Racecourse; and Mark Hart, Murrumbidgee Racing Club for a Significant Contribution at a Regional 
Racecourse.  The awards were announced at the Conference Dinner by Alastair Dowie, Editor of Turfcraft 
International , who congratulated all nominees and reported the following comments made by Stewards 
about the award winners.  
 
Tim Baile y has been working and managing race tracks in Melbourne and Geelong for more then 15 
years.  Timôs carrer has enabled his development skills for racecourse management through working at 
regional racecourses and  to his current position at Sandown Racecourse for Melbourne Racing Club. 
Working alongside Jason Kerr (General Manager Racecourses, Melbourne Racing Club), Tim has provided a 
vital part for Victorian racing as the main mid week racing venue, conducting 40+ Secretary. He liaises 
regularly with the i ndustry stake holders and combines with the Stewards to speedily resolve any serious 
track issues. 
 
Bill Shuck  has been a long term employee of the Queensland Turf Club the recently formed Brisbane 
Racing Club. Bill commenced work some 25+ years as a groundsman and has worked through the ranks to 
hold the position of Racecourse Manager, Queensland Turf Club and his current position as Racecourses 
Manager for Brisbane Racing Club ï Doomben and Eagle Farm Racecourses. Bill has seen and been 
involved many changes within his racecourse employment and has learned his trade through dedication 
and the willing to listen and learn. Bill a known horseman with an excellent of the equine has fulfilled the 
role as race day starter for last 20 years. Currently Bill is managing two racecourses with a combined 94 
race meetings.   

 
Mart Hart  is a course manager of considerable talent and over the years has turned the Murrumbidgee 
Racing Club, Wagga Racecourse, into what is widely acknowledged as a superb thoroughbred racing and 
training facility. Markôs dedication has ensured the Wagga facility is in excellent order for racing 20+ times 
per year and in recent years Mark has developed new swabbing facilities, improved the safety for equine 
with new horse walking areas and the upgrades and maintenance of the Wagga Turf track. This has been 
signified through the very successful 2010 Murrumbidgee Racing Carnival.  
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Delegates  
 

Matthew Allston -Tamworth Jockey  
Graeme Amies - Racing Te Aroha  
Adam Ayre - Muswellbrook Race Club  
Stephen Andrews - Gold Coast Turf Club  
Rick Boxsell - Toowoomba Turf Club  
Sean Bridges - Brisbane Racing Club  
John Buhagiar - Murray Bridge Racing Club  
Greg Carmody - Sydney Turf Club  
James Cataldo - Australia Jockey Club  
Alan Chapman - Canterbury Jockey Club  
Barry Childs - Counties Racing Club  
Matthew Clark - Yarra Valley Racing Inc  
Graeme Colless - Evergreen Turf Victoria  
Derek Collett - Cambridge Jockey Club  
Dudley Corbett - Racing & Wagering WA  
Shane Dalton - Dalton Consulting 
Engineers 
Col Dunn - Racing Queensland  
Peter Duthie - Murray Bridge Racing Club  
Tim Elligate - Anco Seed and Turf  
Bernard Evans - Wyong Race Club  
Garry Foskett - New Zealand 
Thoroughbred Racing  
Alan Friscic - Ryate and Company  
Mick Goodie - Victoria Racing Club  
Paul Harper - Equestrian Surfaces  
Mark Hart - Murrumbidgee Turf Club  
Frank Henville - Rygate and Company  
Brian Hoddy - Racing & Wagering WA  
Michael Hoy    
Jason Kerr - Melbourne Racing Club  
Mark MacDonald - Moruya Jockey Club  
Ross Mason - Dalton Consulting Engineers 
George Mawhinney - Racing Queensland  
Gordon Menzies - West Australian Turf 
Club  
Stuart Miller - Living Turf  
Lindsay Murphy - Sydney Turf Club  
Geoff Murphy - Racing & Wagering WA 
Brock Neeling - Northam Race Club  
Kenneth Neff - GSA Bloodstock  
Reg Nolan - Murray Bridge Racing Club  
Brad Nott - Moe Racing Club  

Liam O'Keeffe - Warrnambool Racing Club  
Ron Paice - Steriline Racing  
Brett Pascoe - Bendigo Jockey Club  
David Patrick - Newcastle Jockey Club  
Michael Raine - Sale Turf Club  
Michael Raper - Bunbury Turf Club  
Jim Roberts - Brisbane Racing Club  
Steve Routledge - Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
Racing Club   
Tony Salisbury - Moonee Valley Racing 
Club  
Peter Salmon - Rygate and Company   
Steven Schmidt - Kyneton Racing Club  
Peter Semos - Global Turf Solutions  
Craig Settle - Racing Tauranga  
Brendan Short - Pakenham Racing Club  
Bill Shuck - Brisbane Racing Club  
Peter Slattery - Kilmore Racing Club  
Charlie Stebbing - Racing Victoria  
Maxwell Stone - GSA Bloodstock  
Arthur Stubbs - Honorary Member  
Martin Synan - Moonee Valley Racing Club  
Morris Terzo - StrathAyr Turf Systems  
Brett Thompson - Seymour Racing Club  
John Tonani - South Australia Jockey Club 
Chris Toogood - Sydney Turf Club  
Murray Weeding - Racing Queensland  
Nigel Wheelan - Tasracing  
Ashley Williams - Tasracing  
Warren Williams - Racing Queensland - 
ARMA Sec.  
Trevor Woodham - Racing Queensland  
Peter Stubbs - Canberra Racing Club 
Andrew Peart - Guest Speaker - AGCSA  
Andrew Clark - Guest Speaker  - Equine 
Solutions  
Jeremy Clapp - Guest Speaker - FMG 
Engineering  
Keith McAuliffe - Turf Consultant    
Matt Roach - Turf Consultant 
Michael Milton - Guest Dinner Speaker  
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Sponso rs  
Anthony Schacke - Barriers International Aust.  
John O'Neill - Barriers International Aust.  
Chris Fulcher - Contour Consulting Engineers  
Shane Dalton - Dalton Consulting Engineer Pty Ltd  
Drew Dalton - Dalton Consulting Engineer Pty Ltd  
Brent Gordon -Dalton Consulting Engineer Pty Ltd  
Ross Mason - Dalton Consulting Engineer Pty Ltd  
Peter Manning - Evergreen Turf  
Rob Davey - Evergreen Turf  
Graeme Colless -Evergreen Turf  
David Hawke - Fornells Australia Pty Ltd  
Michael Villante - Global Barrier Systems Pty Ltd  
aniel Mawby - Global Barrier Systems Pty Ltd  
Les Hanslo - Global Barrier Systems Pty Ltd  
Stan Wells - Globe Australia P/L  
Michael Pauna -Globe Australia P/L 
Peter Quessy - Green Horticultural Group  
Matthew Collins - M.Collins & Sons (Contractors) Pty Ltd 
Geoff Hatton - Manoeuvre Mow Pty Ltd 
Sustainable Turf Renovations & Equipment  
Bert Hatton - Manoeuvre Mow Pty Ltd 
Sustainable Turf Renovations & Equipment  
Phillip Toy - Manoeuvre Mow Pty Ltd 
Sustainable Turf Renovations & Equipment  
Scott Riley - Manoeuvre Mow Pty Ltd 
Sustainable Turf Renovations & Equipment  
Rob Green - Nuturf Aust  
Gavan Hegan - Nuturf Aust  
Bill Franklin - Nuturf Aust  
Andrew Brooker - PGG Wrightson Turf  
David Phelps - PGG Wrightson Turf  
Peter George - PGG Wrightson Turf   
Mr Kemp - PGG Wrightson Turf 
Mr Maxwell - PGG Wrightson Turf  
Nathan D'Couto - Programmed Property Services  
Warren Jensen - Rodney Industries Pty Ltd  
Michael Bachan - Rodney Industries Pty Ltd  
John Fargher - Steriline Racing Pty Ltd  
Judy Fargher - Steriline Racing Pty Ltd  
Judy Graetz - Steriline Racing Pty Ltd  
Bill Casimaty - StrathAyr Turf Systems  
Joe McCullagh - StrathAyr Turf Systems  
Patrick O'Shannessy - Toro Australia  
Michael Lenehan - Toro Australia  
Leon Larson - Toro Australia  
Paul Prout - Toro Australia  
Paul Masterson - Toro Australia  
Leigh Inngleton  - Toro Australia  
Alastair Dowie - Turfcraft International  
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ARMA Steriline Scholarship Presentation ï Sean Bridges  
(Brisbane Racing Club)  

 

The Racecourses : 
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Racing Operations: 
 

Track work  

Sha Tin Racecourse 

¶ Is conducted between 5 and 8.45am daily.  

¶ Slow work on the smaller All-weather. 

¶ Fast work on the large All-weather 

 

 

 

The Horses 

1. PP (Privately Purchased) - Raced 

2. PPG (Privately Purchased Griffins) ï Unraced 2-3 year olds. 

3. ISG (International Sale Griffins) ï Imported by the HKJC then purchased by owner at sale. 

¶ All horses must be retired at 9 or 10. 

¶ Around 300-400 are retired each year. 

¶ Once retired, some are re-schooled at Beas River Country Club and then sent to one of The Clubs 

public riding schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


